











































e Os x 


ie 
Pia 


Ww 





NOLTYS TIONS 


~t . 
- ha Fe 
¥ * - 





Bébinning the Evangelical Letstn Suites 


Oe Suda Seo! Ti 


Copysight, 1008, by ‘The Sundey Sched Tt. 


eT ee oe IE ose 
wo ee: > 


andy wey toe 








3S Se gies at Pa., under 
S255" Philadelphia, 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, December 21, 1946 
Votome Eighty-cight, No. 51 


$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 
See page 1195 





Lesson for January 5 
: in this issue 
Notes on Open Letters: 





Why Is Suicide Wrong? ...........! ’. 1174 
Do You Understand the “Second Com- 

ing’? By Mrs. Hugh W. White ..... 1175 
A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. + 

By Ernest Gordon ................... 1176 
A Bible Class Fights Juvenile Delin- 

quency. By W. Everett Henry ....... 1179 
International Uniform Lesson ........ 1180-1185 
The Evangelical Library’s New Address 

i BL hn nehs eg sep> do gooseces 1185 
A Forward Step in Missions ............. 1185 
Winning the Children ..............-..... 1185 
Evangelical International Lesson ..... 1186-1190 
The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 

Ce SA) ere. rere 1190 
With the New Books ...............----- 1192 
Children at Home ..............--+-++-:: 1193 


For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
4 


Christmas Prayer 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 
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\And frightened sheep, and shepherds 
guarding them; 
A song, a stable, and Wise Men from 
far — 
Lerd, I remember Bethlehem. 


Lord, I remember that there was a hill, 
A jeering crowd, Thy voice, and over 
three ae 
Lone crosses darkness creeping, close 
and still — 
Lord, I remember Calvary. 


Lerd, I remember that there was a room, 
And waiting figures, praying, who had 


lost 
Thyself. Then wind! A flame that 
banished gloom — 
Lord, I remember Pentecost. 


I may not pause beside the manger bed 

Too long, remembering, tonight: I 
climb 

The long, long road to Calvary instead — 

Though it again be Christmastime. 


I see Thy body bearing all my doom; 

I bow my head before Thy cross in 
shame; ~ 

And of my heart I make an upper 
room — 

Lord, kindle it, anew, with flame! 


What Is Christ to You? 


‘No more important question can ever 
come to a man than that which the Lord 
Jesus Himself asked the Pharisees, 
“What think ye of Christ?” In one sense, 
our eternal destiny depends upon our 
answer. For while our salvation rests 
solely upon the merits of Christ, yet 
these are of no avail to us unless we by 
faith receive Him as Saviour. It is the 
privilege of the whole staff of THe Sun- 
pay Scuoot Tomes to listen week by 
week to heart-moving messages from 
servants of God in many branches of 
His work, as they come to the prayer 
meeting held every Monday at 1.30 p.m. 
An unusual challenge was brought re- 
cently by the Rev. Arthur Whiting, 
newly appointed dean of the Bible In- 
stitute of Pennsylvania, whose fine new 
building is at 15th and Race Sts., not 
far from the Times offices. Mr. Whiting 
spoke of the glory and power and grace 


. 


of the Lord Jesus Christ, and summed 
up his message in four striking contrasts. 
He said: “Christ is your Redeemer — is 
He your Ruler? He is your Mediator — 
is He your Master? He is your Saviour 


-—is He your Sovereign? He is your 


Liberator — is He your Lord?” These are 
questions that any thoughtful Christian 
should ponder. As Mr. Whiting clearly 
showed, it is possible for one to trust 
in Christ as Saviour, and yet not yield 
the whole life in all its parts into His 
hands. Very often our own test of obe- 
dience and surrender lies not in some 
heroic act that will attract the attention 
of many, but rather in the line of every- 
day duties. We shall find plenty of oc- 
casion, ready to hand, to prove whether 
or not Christ is really Lord and Master 
of our lives. Hear His own words: “If 
any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me.” 


Fulfillment of Prophecy in 
John’s Gospel—I 


An editorial side light by Ernest Gordon on the International Lessons 


N THE Tres for March 21, 1942, was 
I published an essay on the Gospel of 

John which showed how the prom- 
ise in Deuteronomy 18 of a prophet like 
unto Moses was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
This prophecy seems to have been a 
main line of the construction of the Gos- 
pel. At each of the seven feasts men- 
tioned in the Book, save perhaps the 
last, Jesus is presented in His likeness 
to Moses or in a significance even 
greater than Moses. He was “that 
prophet” foretold as the successor of 
Moses of whom Moses wrote. Of Him 
the Lord said to Moses, “I will raise 
them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Yet if any man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this 
behalf” (1 Pet. 4:16). 














my words in his mouth; and he shall 
speak unto them all that I shall com- 
mand him” (Deut. 18:18). 

O-w Lord constantly reiterated that 
Hev. this mouthpiece of God. “I have 
not spoken of myself; but the Father 
which sent me, he gave me a command- 
ment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak.” 

Further support for this interpreta- 
tion can be found in the many allusions 
to Moses and comparisons of Christ’s 
ministry with that of Moses, which are 
scattered through the Gospel. The fol- 
lowing are illustrations: 


“And early in the} “And it came to 
morning he came|pass on the mor- 
again into the tem-|jrow, that Moses sat 
ple, and all the peo-|to judge the peo- 
ple came unto him;/ple: and the people 
and he sat down,|stood by Moses 
and taught them”|from the morning 
(John 8:2). unto the evening. 





“Because the peo- 
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There are in the 
Gospel of John four 
references to 
threatened stonings 
of Christ. In the 
other Gospels, none. 


“Then came there 
a voice from 
heaven, saying, I 
have both glorified 
it, and will glorify 
it again. The peo- 
ple therefore, that 
stood by, and heard 
it, said that it thun- 
dered: others said, 
An angel spake to 
him” (John 12:28, 
29). 

,Jesus then an- 
nounces (12:32) His 
lifting up whereby 
all men should be 


come unto me 
ito enquire of God 
. .. and I do make 
them know the 
statutes of God, and 
his laws” (Exod. 
18:13, 15, 16). 


In Exodus 17:4 
Moses said: “What 
shall I do unto this 
people? they be al- 
most ready to stone 
me.” 


“And the Lord 
said unto Moses, 
Lo, I come unto 


thee in a_ thick ’ 


cloud, that the peo- 
ple may hear when 
I speak with thee, 
and believe thee 
for ever” (Exod. 
19:9). 

This introduces 
the giving of the 
Law on Sinai. 


“HAE SORBRY SAWP AMES 


shows repeatedly how Jesus fulfilled the 
promise of “a prophet like unto Moses.” 
This promise in Deuteronomy 18:18 of a 
prophet raised up from among the peo- 
ple of Israel and like unto Israel’s leader 
is an intimation of Jesus’ human nature 
and origin. John by his persistent use 
of the word “sent” emphasizes Christ’s 
heavenly origin. So is taught the double 
origin of “that prophet,” the twofold 
nature of Christ. 


It is possible that,; In Exodus 24:11, 
in John 21, isa final|“Also they saw 
parallel. Here/God, and did eat 
“Jesus saith untojand drink.” 
them, Come and 
dine. And noné of 
the disciples durst 
ask him, Who art 
thou? knowing that 
it was the Lord” 
(Jehovah). 








Running through the Gospel of John 
as far as the Passion story is another 
motif which compares the mighty works 
of Moses in Egypt with the great works 
of mercy on Israel at Jesus’ hand. These, 
too, can be set forth in parallel: 
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The Passover 
Law, with its pre- 
scriptions concern- 
ing the Passover 
Lamb, follows im- 
mediately after the 
death of the first- 


John 19:36 quotes 
from Exodus 12: 46: 
“A bone of him 
shall not be 
broken,” identify- 
ing Jesus with the 
Passover Lamb. 


drawn unto Him. It 


is the prologue to 


Redemption. 


In John 13 Jesus 
“began to wash the 
disciples’ feet. .. . 
If I wash thee not 
thou hast no part 
with me” (vs. 5, 8). 

The same eve- 
ning, in His high- 
priestly prayer He 
set apart His dis- 
ciples for their 
apostolic, or mis- 
sionary, ministry. 
“Sanctify them 
through thy truth: 
thy word is truth. 


. . . And for theirjunto me 


sakes I sanctify my- 
self, that they also 


So the divine om 
der to Moses in 
Exodus 40:12-15 
was: 

“And thou shalt 
bring Aaron and 
his sons unto the 
doom of the taber- 
nacle ... and wash 
them with water.” 

“And thou shalt 
put upon Aaron the 
holy garments, and 
anoint him, and 
sanctify him; that 
he may minister 
in the 
priest’s office... . 
For their anointing 


might pe sanctified|shall surely be an 
through the truth” /everlasting priest- 





(17:17, 19). hood throu gh out 
their generations.” 
John 3:17: “For God sent not his Son 


into the world to condemn the world.” 
This is the first time the word “sent” 
appears in John’s Gospel. It is a char- 
acteristic word of this Gospel, and ap- 
pears in it some thirty times. John’s 
Gospel is the Gospel of the Sent One, 
God’s Apostle to lost humanity. It is 
appropriate that it should appear just 
before the Book of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles. “As thou hast sent me into the 
world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world.” 


The Gospel of John from its opening 
pages up to the account of the Passion 


The opening 
plague turned the 
waters of Egypt 
into blood: also 
“both in vessels of 
wood, and in ves- 
sels of stone” 


(Exod. 7:19). For 
seven ‘days the peo- 
ple thirsted. 


Then came 
plagues of vermin, 
frogs, lice, flies, so 
that the land stank; 
the land was cor- 
rupted; murrain of 


cattle, plagues of 
boils. 

Came the hail 
which destroyed 


the cattle, the 
growing food, the 
fruit trees. Lo- 
custs completed the 
destruction of food. 


Followed the 
plague of darkness 
“even darkness 
which may be felt. 
... They saw not 
one another, neither 
rose any from his 
place for three 
days” (Exod. 10:21- 
23). 


“All the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt 
shall die, from the 
firstborn. of Phar- 
aoh . .. all the 
firstborn of beasts.” 

‘ 


The opening mir- 
atle, that at Cana, 
turned the water in 
the water pots into 
wine, the blood of 
the New Covenant, 
the good wine of 
redemption. 


Jesus heals 
chronic sicknesses, 
’s of the impotent 
man with a past of 
sinful life. And, 
before that, an 
acute fever of one 
at the point of 
death, 

Jesus feedeth the 
five thousand. 


Jesus declares 
Himself the Light 
of the world and 
cures the blind 
man. “I am come 
into this world, 
that they which see 
not might see.” 


The glory of God 
is shown in the res- 
urrection of Laza- 
rus. 








born, 





In the Messianic 132nd Psalm the Lord 
says of Zion, “There will I make the 
horn of David to bud: I have ordained 
a lamp for mine anointed.” This echoes 
various Old Testament passages, such as 
these: 

1 Kings 11:36: “That David my serv- 

ant may have a light alway before me 
in Jerusalem, the city which I have 
chosen .. .” 
_1 Kings 15:4: “Nevertheless for 
David's sake did the Lord his God give 
him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his 
son after him.” 

2 Chronicles 21:7: “Howbeit the Lord 
would not destroy the house of David, 
because of the covenant that he had 


(Continued on page 1190) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Why Is Suicide Wrong? 


What does the Scripture say concern- 
ing suicide? I have been unable to 
find any laws regarding it in the Old 
or New Testament. 

What conclusion could one take on 
a Christian who becomes mentally ill 
and in that condition takes his own 
life? Is mental illness a sign of a loss 
of contact with God?—A Bible student. 
A clear, Scriptural statement on this 

subject is, “Thou ‘shalt not kill” (Exod. 
20:13). One who commits suicide breaks 
this Commandment, for he kills his own 
body. This law applies to anyone, Chris- 
tian or non-Christian. 

For a Christian, there are added rea- 
sofis why it is wrong to commit suicide. 
Of Christians Paul wrote: “What? know 
ye not that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own? For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore giorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God’s.” Since 
our bodies are God’s, we are not at lib- 
erty to do as we please with them. He 
gives life, and it is in His power to take 
it away or prolong it. When Satan 
tempted Job, God limited his power, 
saying, “Behold, he is in thine hand; 
but save his life’ (Job 2:6). 

Mental illness is not always a sign of 
loss of contact with God, for it is often 
produced by purely physical causes. But 
if it leads to suicide, then somewhere 
along the line communion with God 
must have been broken. (In 2 normal 
person, restoration comes through con- 


(Continued on page 1190) 
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THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Do You Understand 
the “Second Coming”? 


_A mother’s answer to her boy's quvilien 


By MRS. HUGH W. WHITE 


“Mother,” wrote a high school boy in America to his mother in China, 
“will you please write out for me, in order, the events connected with 
the Lord’s second coming, with references? Please make it full. I 


want’*to show it to a friend.” 


The mother’s reply was written in answer to this request. It was 
first printed in Tue Sunpay ScHoot TrMes, March 16, 1929, and is now 
given again.in response to the request of a reader who wants to use 

these illuminating answers with young questioners today. 


When? 

He does not tell ys just when, 
but He says soon, and it seems very 
soon. 


Why do yoy think it will be very soon? 


Because He gave signs of His coming, 
and many of them are being fulfilled. 

What signs? 

Wars, pestilence, famine, earthquakes 
(Matt. 24:6, 7; Luke 21:8-11), distress 
of nations, with perplexity and appre- 
hension (Luke 21:25-28), while yet many 
are saying, Peace and safety (1 Thess. 
5:8). Lawlessness and iniquity abound- 
ing, love of many waxing cold (Matt. 
24:12), a falling away from the faith (2 
Thess. 2:3), the Jews returning to their 
own land (Isa. 18:1-7), great increase in 
means of transportation and in knowl- 
edge (Dan, 12:4), and many other signs. 
‘ What is the Lord coming to do? 


Many things. Perhaps the first is to 

, take His own to Himself (John 14:3; 1 

Thess. 4: 13-18). To judge the earth (Psa. 

96:9-13). To take His place as King (Psas. 

2; 72), and to set up a righteous govern- 

ment which will put down evil and 
bring in a reign of peace (Isa. 11). 

But has not Jesus come to earth and 
returned to Heaven, and is He not King 
now? 

Yes, He came once, and He is coming 
again. Why? He came once, died as 
our Saviour, and as such was accepted 
by some, but the world in general re- 
jected Him as Saviour and still says, 
“We will not have this man to reign 
over us” (Luke 19:14). God will not 
be satisfied until His Son is actually, as 
He is now potentially, King, and as such 
is recognized and honored by the world. 

In what way and in what circum- 
stances is He coming? 


His coming has various aspects. In 
one aspect He comes with a shout of 
triumph, to raise from the dead those 
that sleep in Jesus, and to catch up liv- 
ing believers with them to meet the 
Lord in the air and so to be forever with 


ty Lord Jesus Christ is coming. 


the Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15: 
51, 52). 


Can this be possible? 


Yes. The Old Testament tells us of 
Elijah (1 Kings 17) and Elisha’ (2; Kings 
4) raising the dead; our Lord when on 
earth raised the dead (Mafk 5:35-43; 
John 11:43, 44; Luke 7:12-15) and He 
Himself rose from the dead. 

Enoch was translated (Gen. 5:24), Eli- 
jah was taken up into Heaven without 
dying (2 Kings 2:11), and our Lord Him- 
self in His resurrection body ascended 
into Heaven (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9- 
11). So we may well believe these 
promises. 

What else about the Lord’s coming? 


His actual coming to earth as King 
will be preceded by a period of great 
tribulation and distress (Matt. 24:21, 22), 
when the world will be under the domi- 
nation of a Dictator, called in the Bible 
That Wicked, The Man of Sin (2 Thess. 
2:3-11), the Beast (Rev. 13), and alluded 
to in various other ways. Although at 
frst acclaimed by both Jew and Gentile, 
he will persecute the Jews, and demand 
under penalty of death that he himself 
be worshiped as God by both Jew. and 
Gentile (Dan. 7:25; 11:36-38). In addi- 
tion to this, God’s final and terrible judg- 
ments will be poured out upon the earth, 
causing unexampled suffering (Rev. 8; 
9; 16), and the great battle of Armaged- 
don will be fought (Rev. 19: 11-21; 16:16). 


This is awful. Is there no escape? 


Yes. Believe in the Lord Jesus Varist 
and thou shalt be saved. 

What will be the outcome of this 
period? 

The Lord Himself will appear in per- 
son, and will gain the victory in the 
battle that is being waged against Him 
and His people the Jews (Rev. 19:17-21). 
The Jews will recognize Him as their 
Messiah, will repent, believe, and be 
saved (Zech. 12:10-14; 13:1). Multitudes 
who have refused to worship the Beast, 
and have been martyred, will be saved 
(Rev. 7:9-17). Great earthquakes will 
destroy the cities of the nations (Rev. 
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16: 17-19), and will alter the face of the 
land of Palestine, which will be restored 
to beauty and fertility (Zech. 14:4; Psa. 
67:6, 7). The Lord will set up His King- 
dom with Jerusalem as capital, and ful- 
fill all His promises to Israel as a nation 
(Micah 4; Isa. 11; 12; 14). The nations 
of the earth will be judged (Matt. 25: 
31-44). All existing world power will 
be done away (Dan. 2:31-45; Psa. 1:4-6; 
2:1-12), and the Lord alone shall be 
King over all the earth, with the Jews 
and other nations under His perfect gov- 
ernment (Zech, 14:9, 16-21; Micah 4). 
Scripture furnishes many other details. 

All this sounds very strange; how may 
we know it is true? 


The Bible tells us so (Psa. 119:89). 


But how may we know that the Bible 
is true and accurate in these predictions? 


* By many infallible proofs. One is this. 
Divide the prophecies about Christ’s 
cofhing into two parts. One part tells 
of a suffering Saviour. The other tells 
of a triumphant King. Every word re- 
lating to the suffering Saviour has been 
exactly, literally, and specifically ful- 
filled. Therefore we may conclude that 
every word about His coming as King 
will be exactly, literally, and specifically 
fulfilled. We. may not yet understand 
all about it; the exact order of events 
may not be clear to our minds; but we 
are fully justified in believing that every 
word will be fulfilled (Matt. 5:17, 18). 

No one doubts that Jesus lived, suf- 
fered, and died 1,900 years ago. Think! 
Would God the Father permit that, and 
fail to fulfill His promise to glorify His 
Son as King on the earth? Would you 
treat your son so? Use a littie common 
sense! The strange thing is not that He 
should come in power and glory, but 
that He ever came in humiliation and 
suffering. This is what lays us in the 
dust— that He ever came to bear our 
sins ! 


But what is it all about? 


This. God created the earth, created 
man and put him in charge. As to the 
earth, He said. His work was good (Gen. 
1:4, 12, 18, 25). After creating man, He 
said it was very good (Gen. 1:26, 31). 
Satan appeared on the scene; man turned 
from God to Satan, and the earth has 
been under a curse ever since (Gen. 3: 
16-19). If you don’t believe it, look 
around you! Earthquakes, floods, 
droughts, insect pests, famines, pesti- 
lence; wickedness, lawlessness; crime, 
vice; wars, quarrels, hatred, violence; 
God mocked, scorned, pooh-poohed, de- 
fied; the Church struggling, the world 
rampant. 

God in infinite love and mercy pro- 
vided a Redeemer (Psa. 40:6-8; Isa. 53; 
63:9), his own Son (Gal. 4:4, 5). A plan 
has been arranged. God promises His 
Son a Kingdom (Luke 1:32, 33; Psa. 2: 
6-9; 2 Sam. 7:11-16). The Son says, “I 
come ... to do thy will” (Psa. 40:7, 8). 

(Continued on page 1179) 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


ORLD Dominion prints an ex- 

W ceptionally encouraging account 

of present conditions in the old 
Mar Thoma Church in South India. This 
church, supposed to have been founded 
by St. Thomas in the regions about 
Madras, existed for many centuries in 
relative peace until Portuguese invaders 
attempted to incorporate it into the 
Church of Rome. They nearly suc- 
ceeded and the Romanized branch - of 
the church is still powerful. But when 
freedom of action came again a large 
section of the church went back to its 
evangelical status, losing for the sake of 
conscience all its ancient churches and 
endowments. Three generations ago it 
was a despised remnant church, but since 
then, because of the rise of an earnest 
spirit of evangelism, it has become one 
of the most missionary-minded churches 
in India. 

Its bishops receive a bare living al- 
lowance and circulate constantly among 
their people, who number 200,000 in 280 
parishes, chiefly in Travancore, Cochin, 
and Malabar. The members are middle- 
class farmers, traders, and professional 
men unable to build up an expensive 
missionary organization. Fifty-six years 
ago they set up the Mar Thoma Evan- 
gelistic Association, which has been 
laboring since then among the depressed 
classes in their neighborhood.’ Over 
10,000 from these outcastes have been 
admitted into the Mar Thoma church, 
and the witness goes steadily on. Fur- 
ther they have developed distant mis- 
sions in the Bombay Presidency and the 
Central Provinces which are centered 
in Christian ashrams, made up of small 
groups of consecrated persons who have 
formed themselves into | fellowships 
pledged to, a simple life. They live 
among the poor and serve them spiritu- 
ally and otherwise. 

Twenty-seven years ago a Women’s 
Gospel Service Committee came into 
being. Branches exist in all the par- 
ishes, and it has a central training home 
for women and girls with instruction 
in Bible study, evangelism, and first aid. 
Six months are spent in training; then 
home towork! Groups of women and girls 
are thus trained every year and sent 
back to the parishes. They have an 
orphanage and two dispensaries in Tra- 
vancore,.and are now starting a home 
for aged women. 

The church as a whole is missionary 
and every. person is expected to take 
part as a lay volunteer. Their leader 
is the Metropolitan Bishop Abraham Mar 
Thoma, who for twenty-eight years has 
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been an untiring evangelist. This small 
indigenous church is showing in its own 
way the immense spiritual possibilities 
of restricted resources when they are 
associated with men and women of 
wholehearted consecration. 

Mussolini’s Concordat gave the Vati- 
can an immense sum for missionary ex- 
pansion. Much of this is being used in 
South India in bujlding up the Roman 
Catholic branch of the Mar Thoma 
church, The evangelical branch, cut- 
ting loose from the Romanized one, had 
no finance, Its poverty contribution 
reaches hardly $10,000 yearly. But it 
has something better and more effective: 
a spiritual method blessed by God. 


In Francis of Assisi’s old town in 
Umbria the British Government has 
carried on a “school of leadership” by 
British chaplains which gives instruc- 
tion in the Christian religion to picked 
men. Dr. William Neil, who was one 
of the five instructors and who now is 
lecturer in Bible Study &t Aberdeen 
University, tells about it in Life and 
Work. . The War Office provided a hotel, 
British and Italian staff, transport, and 
an administrative officer. Dr. Neil de- 
scribes it as the first recognition in the 
army of the fact that Christian leader- 
ship alone will save the country. 

There were morning and evening 
prayers daily and a Sunday evening 
service. “The type of men we were 
most keen to get, and latterly got al- 
most ‘entirely, were the nominal ad- 
herénts of the Church of Scotland afid 
the Church of England, the man who 
hadn’t been to church since he was con- 
firmed or since’ he left Sunday school, 
but who had been brought into touch 
with religion again through the army 
and felt there was ‘something in it,’ but 
didn’t know quite what.” 

The teachers tried to give a compre- 
hensive and coherent picture of the 
Christian faith as a foundation for 
Christian action. “There were twenty 
lectures in all, and deep water was 
reached almost immediately — belief in 
God, the Incarnation, the Cross, the Holy 
Spirit, the Church through history. Dis- 
cussion after each lecture helped to 
lighten the load, and question time in 
the evening tied up loose threads. 

_ “The hand of God was in the venture. 
No mediocre efforts of ours could have 
vachieved the results produced on nor- 
mal, skeptical, war-weary soldiery, sus- 
picious of the-~Church, abysmally igno- 
rant of Christian teaching. The most 
usual comment was, “Well, that’s opened 
my eyes.” Students came to us from 
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Austria, Greece, Malta, as well as from 
all over Italy, and latterly the navy sent 
some from Mediterranean stations.” . 

Dr. Neii’s present lectureship in Aber- 
deen University has been recently estab- 
lished in the Faculty of Arts in response 
to a request that there should be pro- 
vision for Bible study, especially for 
the sake of future teachers in the com- 
mon schoois of Scotland. 


Elizabeth Pilenko came from a rich, 
land-owning family in South Russia and 
studied at the Women’s University in St. 
Petersbu7g. Later she became mayor of 
her own town, working for good relations 
between Reds and Whites. In 1923 she 
came to Paris in revolt at the excesses 
of the Revolution, although always an 
advocate of its principles. Through the 
influence of Professor Bulgakov, a for- 
mer Marxist, she became not.only a 
Christian but a Sister in the Russian 
Church with, the name of Mother Maria. 

But Mother Maria was not the con- 
ventional nun. She cared little for. the 
long services and traditional contem- 
plation. “I must go my way. I am for 
the suffering people!” -In the early 
morning she was at the markets buying 
cheap food for her people, which she 
brought back in a saek on her back. 
She was‘a familiar figure in the’ slums, 
in her poor black habit: and worn-out 
men’s shoes. ; 


At that time Russian refugees ‘in 
France were stateless persons in abso- 
lute poverty, without claim on the -ordi- 
nary Frencn state charity. She hunted 
out the tuberculous in wretched hoveis, 
and with a capital of ten francs opened 
a sanatorium. When the Germans came 
she rendered all possible assistance to 
persecuted Jews. For a month the con- 
vent was a haven for Jewish women 
and children, and hundreds were en- 
abled to escape. When the Gestapo was 
set up in Paris she was arrested because 
of this ministry and sent to the con- 
centration camp at Ravensbrueck. She 
had been there for two and a half years 
when a new block of buildings was 
erected in the camps allegedly for hot 
baths but actually with gas chambers 
and crematory. When the time came, 
several dozen prisoners from the 
women’s quarters were lined up outside 
the buildings. One girl became hysteri- 
cal. Mother Maria, who had not been 
selected’ for death, came up to her say- 
ing, “Don’t be frightened! Look, Ill 
take your turn !” 

In line with the rest she passed 
through the doors. It was Good Friday, 
1943 (abridged from the Christian News ~ 
Letter.) 


Good News From the New Baptist 
Missionary Society—General Director 
Vincent Brushwyler of the Conservative 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society recently 
held farewell services for an outgoing 
party of twelve missionaries for the 
Society’s pioneer field in China. Meet- 
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ings were held in Portland, San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, and San Diego. 

As a result of the meetings, scores of 
young people in these conservative 
churches dedicated themselves for for- 
eign missionary service, and many of the 
China’s orphans in the Society’s newly 
adopted orphanage at Kanchow, Kiang 
Si Province, were adopted by individuals 
as an over-and-above love gift. 

It is the Society’s plan to care for as 
many,of China’s orphans as can be pro- 
vided for at the rate of $120 per year. 
The director reports that wherever the 
project is presented it is enthusiastically 
received. The support for 61 children, 
for whom the Society assumed financial 
responsibility as of December 1, has al- 
ready been subscribed. Additional or- 
phans between the ages of 4 and 13 will 
be taken by the Society as special desig- 
nations for this work make it possible. 

The Society’s field in West China will 
be among the Lolo people who at pres- 
ent do not have as much as one syllable 
of the Word of God translated into their 
native tongue. Leading the Society’s 
missionaries into this pioneer field are 
Dr. and Mrs. Levi Lovegren, veteran mis- 
sionaries of fourteen years’ experience 
in West China. Others in the 
going to the Lolo people are the Rev. 
and Mrs. Dan Carr of the First Baptist 
Church, San Francisco, Calif.; the Rev. 
and Mrs. John Simpson of the Belmont 
Avenue Baptist Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; and the Rev. Ralph Covell of the 
First Baptist Church, Redondo Beach, 
Calif. 

Those going to the field in connection 
with the orphanage in South Central 
China are Miss Ruth Mayo, R.N., of the 
First Baptist Church, Eau Claire, Wis., 
and the Rev. and Mrs. Bennie Benson 
of the Highland Park Baptist Church, 
Highland Park, Mich. 


The Christian Century, not long ago, 
without naming Mr. LéTourneau, printed 
a communication which could refer only 
to him as crowding his employees while 
at the same time flying about preaching 
the Gospel. This picture is not a true 
one. He pays his men well, has no labor 
trouble, and if there are no unions in 
his plants it is because the men have 
voted against organizing them. 

Mr. Salvador, manager of the Toccoa, 
Georgia, factory, writes: 

“Seven years ago we built a large 
manufacturing plant here. ... Today 
we are employing 1,300 people, many of 
whom were never gainfully employed 
before. ... Their wages are the highest 
paid by any employer in this industrial 
territory, job for job. Last year this 
company paid nearly four million dol- 
lars in salaries and wages to these 1,300 
employees.” 

The company invites its work people 
twice yearly to gmake suggestions for 
improvements in working ‘conditions and 
top management confers with a commit- 
tee of thirteen employees to realize any 
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that are practicable. There is on the» 


plant a thirteen-acre athletic field with 
large all-steel gym. A five-thousand 
acre hunting preserve, supervised by a 
wildlife expert, and a large lake of 185 
acres stocked with fish, are both man- 
aged for company men. There are free 
vacations with pay, free annual thorough 
physical examinations, low-cost group 
insurance; hospital insurance for em- 
ployees and family, half premiums being 
paid by the company; retirement pen- 
sion plan; educational courses for em- 
ployees and supervisors to provide ad- 
vancement opportunities; a cafeteria 
where meals are served to employees 
at less than cost. 

Permanent notices are prominently 
posted on eight bulletin boards impress- 
ing on employees ‘their legal: right to 
organize, or belong to, labor unions. 
Four elections have been held by the 
National Labor Relations Board since 
January 1, 1942, and each time the em- 
ployees rejected union representation. 

Mr. LeTourneau refused to answer the 
Christian Century. It was beneath his 
notice. But for the sake of the Gospel 
which he preaches at such an expendi- 
ture of time and strength, the above 
facts should have the widest circulation. 


The motte of the city of Plymouth, 
England, is “The Name of the Lord is 
a Strong Tower,” and many, who have 
called on that name in a recent revival 
there, have been saved. Day after day 
conversions were counted in dozens and 
scores. “Decisions were made in city 
churches and country chapels, in can- 
teens and youth clubs, factories, offices, 
and on the historic Hoe, the quay 
whence Drake and Frobisher once sailed 
to singe the Spanish beard. 

“Our own men crossed swords with 
hecklers in the open air, highbrow critics 
in'a Rotary Club, street scavengers in 
their depot, city councilors in a specially 
convened group. The Lord Mayor of 
Plymouth at present is that Christian 
statesman, the Rt. Hon. Isaac Foot, him- 
self a lay preacher of power. The great 
final rally at Plymouth Central Hall was 
packed from floor to ceiling, and the 
very windows of Heaven were opened.” 


Notes From Latin America.—The 
Latin American Youth Conference in 
Havana last August brought to the 
Cuban. capital sixty-five official dele- 
gates of 1,250 local youth societies. There 
was an opeh-air meeting in the amphi- 
theater of Havana attended by 6,000 peo- 


' ple of evangelical faith. The speakers 


were Herubia of Bolivia, Cepeda of 
Cuba, and Camargo of Mexico. The vast 
multitude sang the Luther Hymn in 
Spanish, and Dr. John A. Mackay spoke, 


“Stand fast ... in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free.” 

Miss Marie Schultze, a Presbyterian 
nurse in Santiago, has received from the 
Chilean Government the Order of Merit, 
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highest distinction at its disposal. “Her 
Madre-Hijo (Mother and Son) Clinic 
in the slums of Santiago has cared for 
8,000 babies, and has proved that child 
mortality rates for the first five years 
can be cut from 21.7 per cent to under 
2 per cent. Miss Elizabeth Mason, prin- 


cipal of the (Methodist) Santiago Col- 


lege for Girls, has received the same 
decoration. ” 

The United Andean Mission, a new 
enterprise of the older Boards, has ac- 
quired the Ecuadorian farm known as 
Picalqui, sixty miles north of the Ecua- 
dorian capital. The plan is to lift up the 
level of degenerate farming for an un- 
dernourished, anemic, dull, and under- 
privileged people. “Thin bodies, crooked 
legs, bad teeth, weak eyes, hollow 
chests, skin infections, and coughing 
meet one everywhere.” And the good 
tidings of Christ will also be preached 
to these poor. 

In the coastal cities of Brazil the Ro- 

man Church is established and power- 
ful. But in the hinterlands there is op- 
portunity everywhere. One writes of 
2,000 people standing in the public 
square of Governador Valadares listen- 
ing intently while Charles Clay preached 
the Gospel over a loud-speaker system, 
set -up in that fast-growing frontier 
town. A host of hands reached out hun- 
grily for copies of the Gospel. Scores 
of rural people will walk twenty-five 
miles to church, and splendid rural 
young country people are offering them- 
selves for training. For such, a South- 
ern Methodist, Mr. Ernest O’Neal, is es- 
tablishing a training institute at Cola- 
tina.in the north of the Siate of Espirito 
Santo. 
* The preaching of the Gospel to every 
creature is coming into the range of 
present-day visibility. Thus Mr. Hen- 
derlite, Southern Presbyterian mission- 
ary in Brazil, writes: “During a visit 
to the Pombal field we preached six 
nights to congregations of over a thou- 
sand, and on two occasions we preached 
to the entire town through a loud- 
speaker hookup. Ten loud-speakers 
were placed at our disposal on all im- 
portant streets and squares. For once 
everybody in the town of Pombal heard 
the Gospel preached.” 


Contemporary Christian Biography 
should not overlook an aged Negro 
preacher, James Wilson, who died last 
December at the age of 120 at Didalia, 
Georgia. Mr. Wilson was born in slav- 
ery on the Walden Plantation, May 15, 
1825, and he worked as a farm hand 
until he was a hundred years old. Then 
he was ordained a Baptist minister and 
served Negro Baptist churches as pastor 
until he was 117 years old. 

Another aged saint, Major-General 
Edward O. Hay of the British Army, has 
passed ‘on at the age of one hundred. 
He was a Christian centurion of ear- 
nest evangelical witness whose earliest 
remembrance was of attending, as a 
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little boy, the funeral of the Duke of 
Wellington. His first missionary inter- 
est was awakened by hearing Robert 
Moffat, father-in-law of Livingstone and 
pioneer in South Africa, speak of Af- 
rica’s needs. Himself a lay preacher 
as well as high army officer associated 
with Lord Roberts, Lord Haig, and 
others, he worked with Mr. Moody and 
Major Whittle in evangelistic campaigns, 
being especially drawn to Major Whittle. 
Of Dr. Adolph Saphir, the Hebrew- 
Christian, he says in some reminiscences 
in the English Churchman, “He was the 
most wonderful expounder of Scripture 
I have ever heard. I remember espe- 
cially a marvelous sermon on ‘The Walk 
to Emmaus,’” 

The death of Pref. Charles Bieler of 
Montreal removes one of the most use- 
ful and highly regarded figures in the 
life of French Protestant Canada. Since 
1908 he has trained up a whole genera- 
tion of French pastors. Professor Bieler 
was not only a man of immense erudi- 
tion and strong evangelical spirit but 
a consummate teacher. “At the close 
of his lecture,” relates M. Boucher, a 
former pupil, “we went in a bee-line 
to the library to hunt up any book he 
had mentioned in class. When a pro- 
fessor can thus awaken in his students 
the thirst for learning, it is clear he has 
the secret of teaching.” Bieler was son 
of the Swiss revival, in direct line of 
Malan, Gaussen, Merle d’Aubigné. In- 
deed, his wife was daughter of this last 
well-known Swiss historian of the Refor- 
mation. 


When Mr. Roosevelt interviewed 
Haile Selassie, the Ethiopian monarch, 
on board ship in the Levant, it was 
reported at the time that he insisted 
that Roman Catholicista should not be 
barred from Abyssinia. Certainly Abys- 
sinia had suffered enough from Italian 
Catholicism to give the report verisi- 


militude, and we can well believe that 


the Ethiopidah emperor was quite as 
ready as his ancestors of the sixteenth 
century to keep the Jesuits in perpetual 
expulsion. ° 

Mr. Roosevelt’s co-worker in ecclesi- 
astical politics, Cardinal Spellman, has, 
however, been in Addis Ababa placing 
Jesuit priests from Quebec as teachers 
in the largest government boys’ school 
in the capital, though they are not al- 
lowed to wear clerical dress, and must 
pledge themselves to abstain from prose- 
lytism. According to United Evangel- 
ical Action, Haile Selassie has appealed 
to Dr. Edman, president of Wheaton Col- 
lege, for teachers to build up the ed- 
ucational organization of his land. This 
is a great opportunity and eught not to 
be allowed to pass. 

The American Tract Society reports 
that it has sent 200 copies of its book, 
“Battle Tested Religion,” ordered and 
paid for by Emperor Haile Selassie. This, 
too, shows his attitude and is the more 
remarkable in that the official church 
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of Ethiopia is not too friendly to evan- 
gelical preaching.. Thus the .Coptic 
clergy. recently caught two city mission 
lads in Addis Ababa, who had been 
preaching in the market place, and 
warned them to desist or else! And 
again, thirty Kembata boys have been 
thrown into prison because they refused 
to be baptized into the Coptic church, 
that church which is’ accounted in the 
apostolic succession by those who be- 
lieve in apostolic succession. Mr. Duff 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Mission in 
close-by Eritrea has visited Bizen Mon- 
astery, an Abyssinian convent. A short 
distance from its entrance is a large 
wooden cross set in a pile of stones be- 
yond which no woman, or even any 
female creature, may go. In the chapel 
four or five monks were “celebrating 
Mass with great pomp and circumstance, 
chanting and swinging censers.” Some 
450 monks and catechumens are in resi- 
dence in this rich.community. 

The traditionalism and ceremonial- 
ism of the Coptic Church is so much 
like that of Rome that it is not surpris- 
ing that Rome should seek to incorporate 
Ethiopia in her ecclesiastical organism. 
But Rome has made herself impos- 
sible for Abyssinia for generations. 
The Abyssinians recall how she stood 
by without a protest when over 30,000 
men, women, and children were mas- 
sacred to avenge an attempt made on 
Marshal Graziani’s life. Hence the vis- 
iting Archbishop of York was able to 
report that Italian churches, established 
in Addis Ababa during the Italian oc- 
cupation, “are but empty shells.” 


A Chinese judge, Judge Meng, being 
burdened at heart with the sorrowful 
condition of prisoners brought before 
him for punishment, has resigned his 
judgeship and taken position as jailer 
in various cities of a Kansu Province. He 
is leading these prisoners to Christ, and 
a visitor, reporting in China’s Millions, 
describes the amazingly hearty singing 
and prayer in his meetings. Thirty men 
have been baptized there during the past 
year. The prisoners think so much of 
their keeper, Mr. Meng, that they are 
trusted to work in the open fields, and 
in three years none of them has tried to 
escape a remarkable record. There is 
a church in Kansu where all the leaders 
are ex-prisoners who were converted 
during Mr. Meng’s term of office in their 
city. Mr. Meng is waiting for a mis- 
sionary to come whete he now is, in 
order that he may extend his ministry 
to other cities. 


The Polish Invasion of England is de- 
scribed by a correspondent in the Eng- 
lish Churchman, “The settlement. in 
Britain of the Fascist-Romanist army of 
the Romanist ‘Firebrand,’ General An- 
ders, is by far the-.most brazen-faced 
Jesuit move in our native land since 
the Reformation. When the settlement 
is complete there will be 160,000 trained 
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Romanist-Fascist Polish soldiers with 
their wives and families, bringing the 
total up to about a quarter of a mil- 
lion. Thousands of these fought not 
with the Allies but with Hitler against 
the Allies.” 

This has been done when the housing 
and food shortages in Great Britain are 
acute and little room ean be found for 
the accommodation of demobilized sal- 
diers, ssilors, and airmen. 

The writer thinks the scheme can be 
traced to the Jesuits and the Vatican 
“working through our Romanized For- 
eign Office.” In view of the Romanist 
slant in our own State Department, one 
can well believe it. Two million Cath- 
olic Irish have been planted, or have 
planted themselves, in England and in 
Scotland, bringing with them the polit- 
ical and social degradation which, in 
the words of H. L. Mencken, have “made 
Boston a Dublin slum.” They boast of 
the future conquest of England by forced 
Irish breeding, “the revenge of the 
cradle.” This Catholic invasion of Poles 
appears to have a like character. 


Brief Notes 


Dr. Tucker of Angola reports that the 
first edition (3,000 copies) of “Pilgrim's 
Progress” in Umbundu has been sold out 
and a second printing of 5,000 copies is 
asked for. : 


The HCJB radio in Quito has a care- 
ful loan system of radios for Ecuadorian 
Indians who promise to invite neigh- 
bors to religious broadcasts. Now a 
manufacturer of radio material ‘in the 
United States has offered to supply the 
station with thousands of small five- 
dollar sets. 


Three of the four leading English 
leprologists now living have been medi- 
cal missicuaries, 


Efforts are being made in Switzerland 
to have au envoy sent to the Vatican. 
They are exciting indignant counterpro- 
test. 


The American Bible Society is prepar- 
ing the first Bible concordance in Braille, 
It will be published in ten volumes, 


The late Philip A. Benzon, a Christian 
layman of great influence, was president 
of the Dime Savings Bank of Brooklyn. 
He entered the bank as office boy at the 
age of fourteen, and got his education 
by night study. He was second vice- 
president of the American Tract Society. 
Mr. Benson died ori October 16, of heart 
disease, after a two-weeks’ illness. 


The Miami Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship, led by Miss Haines, was begun in 
1941-42 with vacation Bible schools for 
children of migrant workers in the Flor- 
ida truck fields. After a time she was 
invited to hold classes in the public 
schools. She teache# eighteen times 
each week in nine schools, four white 
and five Negro. Altogether some 1,500 
children are thus taught weekly. 
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Do You Understand the 
"Second Coming”? 
(Continued from page 1175) 


He has been doing it ever since (john 
5:17). On the cross He said, “It is fin- 
ished” (John 19:30). Salvation is pro- 
vided for everyone who believes (John 
1:12; 3:16). But the earth still groans 
and suffers (Rom. 8:22), and many re- 
ject the Saviour. Christ is not yet King 
(1 Tim. 6:15). Does it not behoove Him 
to come again to be King? (1 Cor. 15: 
25.) As Son of God and as Son of man 
He has this right, and He must exercise 
it (Psa. 2; 8). He will certainly do so 
(Isa. 9:6, 7; 32:1; 42:4; Luke 1:32, 33). 

Up to today — while it is still called 
Today (2 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 4:7), Christ is 
holding out mercy to men (Matt. 11: 
28-30). At That Day He will exercise 
judgment (Luke 10:12). Sin will be 
no longer tolerated (Isa. 11:1-5). Crime, 
violence, and wickedness will be put 
down with a strong hand (Rev. 12:5; 
Psa. 72; Isa. 11). He will rule with a 
rod of iron (Rev. 19:15; Psa. 2:9). 

Oh, are not all of us sighing and long- 
ing even now for a Strong Man to 
emerge, who will put an end to con- 

aS fusion and bring forth righteousness and 
peace? This is one reason many at first 
will acclaim the Beast as a Deliverer 
(Rev. 13:4). Rejoice! A King is com- 
ing! Only He. will not emerge from the 
ruck, but will appear from Heaven (Rev. 
. 19: 11-16). 

Does this terrify you a little? Then 
believe on Him, and fly to His arms now, 
while it is called. Today! Does this fill 
you with joy? Then, as an ambassador 
for Christ, beseech men to be reconciled 
to God! (2°Cor. 5:20.) 


Will this Kingdom last forever? 

God’s Kingdom is everlasting; but in 
its Messianic and Mediatorial form it 
will last for a thousand years (Rev. 20: 
2-7). 


Why just one thousand years? 

Who knows! God says a thousand 
years, so we take it at that. Satan will 
be imprisoned for that length of time, 
and man will have every opportunity 
to advance and improve. Who has not 
dreamed of a Golden Age? 


Where will those be who have been 
raised or translated all this time? 
With Christ. Forever with the Lord 
(John 14: 1-3; 1 Thess. 4:17; 1 Cor. 15:51- 
53). Rewards will have been given them 
or not, according to their works (1 Cor. 
3:11-15; 2 Cor. 5:10). (This does not 
refer to their salvation, which is purely 
of grace, but to rewards for works done 
: for Christ.) .The Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb will have been held, amid the 
j rejoicing of Heaven, when the Church, 
Zz arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, 
‘ will have been presented to Christ (Rev. 
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19:6-9; 2 Cor. 11:2); when Christ will 
have presented to Himself, as His Bride, 
a glorious Church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing (Eph. 5:27). 
Then it is that the Lord comes to earth 
as Judge and King, attended by His 
saints (Jude 14, 15; Rev. 19:11-16), and 
during His reign the place of the Church, 
His’ Bride, will be with Him on His 
throne, sharing in His reign (Rev. 3: 
21; 20:4). 
Do you really believe this? 


I certainly would not believe it if I 
did not see it plainly stated in the Bible. 
Since I do see it so stated, I believe it 
with all my heart. 

Then what after the thousand years? 

Satan will be released for a season — 
and would you believe that even then 
he will, be ablé to deceive many? Those 
who have yielded only an outward obe- 
dience to the King will turn to Satan, 
and he will.lead a vast army against the 
holy city. But there will be no fighting! 
Fire comes down from Heaven and de- 
stroys them (Rev. 20:7-9). He must 
reign, says the God of eternal right and 
justice, till He hath put all enemies un- 
der His feet (1 Cor. 15:25). 

Then, all human enemies having been 
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destroyed, the wicked dead having been 
raised and judged (Rev. 20:11-15), and 
Satan cast forever into the lake of fire 
and brimstone (Rev. 20:10), the last 
enemy, death, is destroyed (Rev. 20; 1 
Cor. 15:54, 55), and the earth itself 
purged (not destroyed) by fire (2 Pet. 
3:4-15). Thus the last vestige of the 
curse is removed (Rev. 22:3); pain and 
sickness, sorrow and crying, are at an 
end (Rev, 21:4). Paradise is regained. 
Heaven and earth, God and man, are 
at one (Rev. 21:3). God’s will has been 
done (Matt. 6:10), Christ’s work as Sav- 
iour, Redeemer, Judge, and King, is com- 
pleted. Thenceforth the Triune God is 
all and in all (1 Cor. 15:24-29), the 
nations joining with the heavenly host 
in honoring and glorifying Him (Rev. 
21:24, 26). 
Oh, that is beyond our thoughts! 


Indeed it is! Take your Bible, yield 
your mind to God, read Revelation 21 
and 22, see the picture of the New 
Heaven and the New Earth: Note the 
final prophecy and promise, “Surely I 
come quickly,” and echo the supreme and 
final prayer, “Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus !” . 

YENCHENG, CHINA, 
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A Bible Class Fights Juvenile Delinquency 
Publicizing the Sunday school es an important fector in crime reduction 


ae ee by an article in Tue 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, the men’s 
Bible class of the First Baptist Church; 
McMinnville, Oreg., decided to get into 
the struggle against juvenile delin- 
quency. At their direction a committee 
prepared a four-page folder to be mailed 
to all users of electricity in the city 
and surreunding country. 


In preparing the folder, the committee 
sought the maximum of reader appeal 
through brevity of statement, balanced 
form, and attractive printing. Page one 
reads: 

A Message to Parents 
from the 
Men’s Bible Class 
of the First Baptist Church 
MeMinnville, Oregon 

Pages two and three continue with this 

statement: 


PO is worth more to us or to our 

our children. They need 

jo in a dangerous situation. A certain 
man has said: 


“This country is in Coady peril. We 
can win the war and ra ose freedom 


for all in America. te oa rot of 
moral disintegration £ eating 

nation. am not easily shocked — 
easily alarmed. But y, like thou- 


sands of others, I a most shocked = 
olermned, one ernes 
the drimes oe 


By W. EVERETT HENRY 


Now in this dangerous situation that 
surrounds our boys and girls there is 
for them a sure seuree of help. It is 
within easy reach of 

Here it is, stated in the words of the 
same man: “Crime among Bar toy would 
be practically moigite the young 

people attended Sunday school regularly 

g their formative years. Surely no 
con cognizant of the true crime situation 
in the United States could be blind to 
the importance of the activities of this 
institution in, reducing materially the 
army of youthful offenders and: delin- 
quents.” 

Who pointed out this situation and the 
remedy for it? Not a Sunday school 
teacher. Not a preacher. WHO? 


Then, having brought the interest up 
to this point, page four reveals the 
source of these challenging comments: 

J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau 


of Investigation, the one man in America 
whose opinion is most werth while. 

Attend the Sunday school of~ your 
choice. 


McMINNvVILLE, OREG. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 5. THE WORD MADE FLESH 
John 1, printed text, verses 1-18 


Golden Text.—No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten 
he hath declared himo—John 1:18 


Kinc James Version 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 

2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness compre¢ 
hended it not. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe. 

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light. 

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth, every man that 
cometh into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. 

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 


Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 


12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth. 

15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he 
of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before 
me? for he was before me. 

16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 

17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ. 

18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
Gospel ‘of John was written 
with a very definite purpose in 
view, namely, “that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 


of God; and that believing ye might° 


have life through his name” (chap. 20: 
31). It emphasizes, throughout, His 
eternal Sonship, but as the Son who 
became man, for our redemption. We 
have no genealogy here as in Matthew, 
which presents Him as the King,’ the 
Son of David, who came in fulfillment 
of the promises as Israel’s Messiah, and 
in Luke, where He is presented as the 
perfect man, seeking to save the lost. 
But John carries us back to where we 
behold the Son in the Father’s bosom, 
whence He came into the world to be- 
come the propitiation for our sins (1 
John 4:9, 10). 


As the Word, He is the expression of 
the mind of God, for just as my word 
reveals what is in ny heart (Matt. 12: 
34), so He has revealed the heart of 
God. The term Logos rendered Word 
was not uncommon in the prevailing 
philosophy of the times in the Greek- 
speaking world. Plato had suggested 
long before, that some day there might 
come forth from God a Word (Logos) 
that would make all clear. In the full- 
ness of time this took place when “God 


sent forth his Son” (Gal. 4:4). In Him | 


we see God fully expressed. To believe 
in Him is to believe in God, for “God 
was.in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). To believe this 
is to have eternal life (John 6:47). He 
who denies it remains under the wrath 
of God (John 3:36), for he makes God a 
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liar by refusing to believe the record 
He has given of His Son (1 John 5:10). 


The Historical Setting 


The incarnation of our blessed Lord 
actually took place some four or five 
years prior to what we generally recog- 
nize as the year 1 of the present period 
of time, denoted by the letters A.D. A 


. mistake was made in reckoning the be- 


ginning of this era because\of a misun- 
derstanding as to the year of Herod’s 
death. When this was discovered it was 
too late to make the proper correction. 


Verse by Verse 


John 1:1.—“In the beginning was the 
Word.” That is, when everything that 
ever had beginning began, the Word was. 
He is the eternal.Word, the only begot- 
ten Son of the Father. “And the Word 
was with God.” He was a distinct Per- 
son in the Trinity from the. beginning. 
“The Word was God.” This tells us 
of His eternal deity. 


Verse 2.—“The same . . . in the begin- 
ning with Gog.” He is the unchanging 
One. He never began to be the Word. 
He was that always. 


Verse 3.—“All things were made by 
him.” He was the Father’s agent in the 
creation of the universe, as other Sérip- 
tures also attest (Col. 1:15, 16; Heb. 1: 
2). Full creatorial glory belongs to Him. 


Verse 4—‘“In him was life.” He is 
the source or fountain of all life, and 
this life, as manifested in Him when 
He became in¢arnate, is “the light of 
men,” revealing all that man should be 
for God. 


Verse 5.—“The darkness comprehended 
it not.” Turning from God; men had 
gone into a state where their under- 
standing was darkened (Eph. 4:18), so 


that they did not recognize Him as the 
sent One of the Father. 


Verse 6—“‘A man sent from God.” 
This was the forerunner, John the Bap- 
tist, who came to prepare the “way of 
the Lord”; that is, of Jehovah (Isa. 40: 
3; John 1:23). 


Verse 7—“To bear witness of the 
Light.” It was the ‘blindness of men’s 
eyes spiritually that made this necessary: 
When one has eyes to see, the Light is 
its own witness. 


Verse 8—“He was not that Light.” 
John did not come to bear witness to 
himself. He was the ‘herald of the One 
who is the light of life. 


Verse ‘9—‘That was the true Light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.” It is not that all men 
have within them a divine spark, a meas- 
ure of divine light; but the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by His perfect holiness, casts 
light upon all other men, revealing how 
far short they come of what man ought 
to be. The best of men, when seen in 
the light of the character of Jesus Christ, 
are manifested as sinners who have come 
short of the glory of God. 


Verse 10.—“He’ was in the world” 
which He Himself had created; yet the 
very men who owed their existence to 
Him failed to recognize Him as their 
Creator and rightful Lord. 

Verse 11—“His own.” In the first 
clause these words are in the neuter 
gender. He entered into His own things: 
His-own world, His own land (Imman- 
uel’s land, Isa. 8:8), His own city, His 
own Temple, where everything: spoke of 
His glory (Psa. 29:9). But His own peo- 
ple, that is, Israel, received Him not. 

Verse 12.—“As many as received him.” 
That is; all who recognized in Him the 
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promised Redeemer and so opened their 
hearts to Him. To these He gave the 
authority to claim the title of “children 
of God” (R.V., rather than “sons”) be- 
cause they believed on His name. 


Verse 13.—‘Which were born, not of 
blood,” that is, they did not become chil- 
dren of God by natural birth (Rom. 9:8) 
nor “of the will of the flesh.” They could 
not make themselves God’s children by 
any effort of their own. “Nor of the will 
of man.” No man, no matter how holy 
he might be, nor how great his preten- 
sions, could bring another into this re- 
lationship. New birth is solely “of God.” 
Only by faith do we become His chil- 
dren. 


Verse 14.—“The Word was made flesh.” 
A better rendering is, “The Word be- 
came flesh.” Strictly speaking, he was 
never made anything. It was all volun- 
tary on His part. He chose to become 
flesh; to take humanity into union with 
deity. Thus He dwelt, or tabernacled, 
among us. His body was the tent in 
which He, the eternal One, dwelt, and 
through this veil of humanity His glory 
shone, so that those-who knew Him 
intimately beheld that glory, full of grace 
and truth.. It was not visible splendor, 
but moral glory seen in all His perfect 
words and Ways. 


Verse 15.—‘“John bare witness .. . 
he was before me.” As to natural birth, 
John was older than the Lord Jesus. 
But he saw in Jesus the One who existed 
before he himself had any being. It is 
a testimony to the pre-existence of our 
Lord. 


Verse 16—“Of his fulness have we 
all received.” In Him dwelt “all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2: 
9) and from that infinite store all who 
are one with Him by receiving divine 
life are filled full (Col. 2:10). Thus 
grace abounds upon grace. The supply 
is inexhaustible. 


Verse 17.—“The law was given by 
Moses.” This characterized the old dis- 
pensation. “Grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.” From the moment He ‘ap- 
peared, @ new age began. God is now 
displaying His grace; not at the expense 
of His truth, but in full accordance with 
it. ' 

Verse 18.—*‘No man hath seen God at 
any time.” Deity is invisible to created 
eyes (Col. 1:15). “The only begotten 
Son, subsisting in the Father’s bosom, 
hath told Him out.” God is fully known 
in the person of His Son. - 


The Heart of the Lesson 


John begins by setting forth the great 
mystery of the Incarnation. He who is 
the eternal Word, one with the Father 


_in life and nature, stooped in grace to 


tabernacle in flesh. He became man 
without ceasing to be God. In Him God 
is fully manifested. Knowing Him, we 
know God. Receiving Him in faith as 
our Saviour and Lord, we became chil- 
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~ Last Week's Lesson 
13. December 29.—Paul Claims the 
World for Christ. Acts 9:15; 19: 
21; 23:11;  28:28-31; Romans 


1:13-16; 10:16-18; 15:22-24 
Next Week's Lesson 
2. January .12—The Authority of 
Jesus. Sececdelevecciete, ae’? 








dren of God. As such we are daily par- 
taking.of His fullness, one grace being 
added. to another; that we may become 
more and more like Himself. 


Lesson Outline 
THe Worp Mape FiEesH 
1. His eternity of being (v. 1a) 
2. His distinct personality (v. 1b) 
3. His full deity (v. 1c) 
4. His unchanging character (v. 2) 
5. His creatorial glory (v. 3) 
6. The Source of all life and light (v. 4) 
7. His incarnation (v. 14) ° 
8. God fully manifested in Him (v. 18) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

“In the bosom of the Father.” Liter- 
ally, “subsisting in the bosom. of the 
Father.” This was ever true of Him. 
He never left the Father's bosom... He 
was the beloved of the Father's heart 
even when God, as Judge, forsook Him 
on the cross.. The Father’s bosom speaks 
of His affection for His Son. 


Summaries and Applications ’ 

“Only begotten” refers to Christ’s eter- 
nal relationship, “Firstbegotten” has to 
do with what He became as man. 

As the Word, Christ has made known 
to us God’s attitude toward all men and 
has manifested the love of His heart for 
poor sinners. 

Just as the glory of God wis hidden 
behind the curtains of the’ Tabernacle, 
so the true deity of Jesus was veiled by 
His humanity. 

Note that there are three ways indi- 
cated by which men do not become chil- 
dren of God, and only one way by which 
they do. 

Have we received Him who came to be 
our Saviour? Or are we rejecting Him 
‘as Israel did of old? 

Cuicaco. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT three transcendent truths are 
stated in the first verse of John’s Gos- 
pel concerning our Lord? 

2. How .does John’s Gospel differ from 
the other three Gospels in regard to start- 
ing point? 

3. Is the “beginning” of Genesis 1:1 the 
same as the “beginning” of John. 1:1? Ex- 


4. What four relationships of the Word 
are noted in the first five verses of this 
chapter? 

5. Does verse 9 teach that ultimately all 
men will be saved? Explain. 


if 
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A AJ 
Can you analyze the element of trag- 
edy in today’s lesson? 


«7. To what error is vs 12 a sufficient 
\ answer? |: ' ¢ ie sth 
*\ S-What? "icripfatesteexpand the truth 


enunciated in verse .17? 


9. Does John regard the incarnation of 
Christ as a fundamental truth? Give refer- 
ence. 


10. How has Jesus “declared” the Father? 
(Answers on pdge 1184) ' 


Say, Fellows— | 
Wede C, Smith to Boys and Girls 


HIS new year brings a slight change 

in the subtitle to the “Say, Fel- 
lows, —” column. We are now including 
the “Girls.” The Editors of the Tres 
have already explained that during the 
year 1947, in. publishing and treating 
an additional Scripture text, it is neces- 
sary for us lesson writers to “double 
up” in order to cover. Thus you “fel- 
lows” and I have the privilege of joining 
in a “coed” column for a season, and 
we extend to the girls a hearty welcome 
as they enter with us upon the study 
of this most interesting twelve-months’ 
schedule of International Uniform Les- 
sons for the year 1947. 

And I do not think you girls will 
object to our retaining the column title 
of “Say, Fellows,—” for, after all, you 
are “fellows,” too. You are not only 
fellow beings, fellow citizens, fellow stu- 
dents, fellow travelers along life’s great 
highway, but you are also fellow Chris- 
tians; and best of all, we can count 
ourselves, all of us, yokefellows with 
Jesus Christ! I am quite sure that I 
have the right conception of true Chris- 
tian girlhood when I say that you will 
help us to lift the moral and spiritual 
level of our Bible study, and you will 
be a help, too, in the application of its 
great life lessons. 

How fine it is that we may start the 
new year with John’s record of the life 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! The entire 
quarter will be given to the study of 
this fourth Book of the New Testament. 
The very first verse points to Jesus, and 
declares His deity. “In the beginning 
was the Word ... and the Word was 
God.” The central theme of John’s Gos- 
pel is the deity of Jesus Christ. 

But let us devote the remainder of 
this lesson to the example of a man, 
of whom Jesus Himself said no greater 
human being was ever born (Matt. 11: 
11), John the Baptist. “There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John.” 
He voluntarily fades out of the picttre 
in this first chapter, except for a brief 
reference in the third chapter (John 3: 
23-30). Yes, there was a man! He‘was 
the forertinner, the herald announcing 
the first coming of our Lord. It is his 
unsurrendering zeal in exalting Jesus 
Christ, coupled with his self-effacing 
humility, that furnishes the inspiration 
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for our lesson today. “He must increase, 
but I must decrease,” cried John when 


his disciples suggested a comparison be- 


tween him and his Lord (chap. 3:30). 

This brings to mind the devotion of a 
Mohammedan slave. He was bodyguard 
to a Bedouin chief. His master, mor- 
tally wounded in battle, so the story goes, 
called to the servant, “Go, tell Allah 
that*I come!” THe faithful bodyguard 
knew there was only one way he could 
“go, tell Allah,” so he drew his dagger 
and plunged it deep into his own heart, 
that his spirit might be released to fly 
into the presence of Allah and announce 
the coming of his lord: 

John the Baptist did not commit sui- 
cide, but he fearlessly proclaimed his 
testimony to the Kingship of Jesus, 
knowing full well what would be the 
consequences. And sure enough, the in- 
evitable came. King Herod imprisoned 
John and later beheaded him. Somebody 
has said (I do not know who) that the 
highest level any human life can reach 
is to be a roadway over which the Lord 
Jesus Christ may walk to ascend His 


‘royal throne in the hearts of men. 


And let me say to you, dear “fellows,” 
that this 1947, with its epochal world- 
history-making probabilities, will be a 
precious twelve months to you only in 
that degree by which you will day’ by 
day combine self-immolation with an 
honest-to-goodness effort to exalt Jesus 
Christ. Here is one investment in which 
you can afford to be utterly reckless in 
throwing everything you’ve got into it. 

A converted gambler described his 
Christianity as “betting my life that 
Jesus Christ is all that He claims to be.” 
That may not be the best way for you 
and me to say it, but in his gambler’s 
language, now learning to speak the truth, 
he expressed what it meant to him to 
be all-out for Christ. 

How will you say it? 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we praise Thee 
today as we think of the wonder of Thy 
gift of Jesus Christ to be the Saviour 
of the world, and of all the rich blessing 
we enjoy through Him. We thank Thee 
that by Him Thou art made known to 
us, and that through Him we have the 
pardon of our sin, and a place in Thy 
family. We are sorry, as we think of 
what it cost Thee to redeem us, that 
so many still fail to receive the Sav- 
iour, and that we ourselves have often 
failed to trust and obey Him as we 
should. We therefore pray that through 
the study of our lesson today in this 
and other Sunday schools many may be 
brought to see in the Lord Jesus their 
Saviour, and-to give themselves to Him. 
May we who live in lands long favored 
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with the knowledge of the Gospel value 
our great privileges and lovingly re- 
spond to Thy great goodness to us by 
lives of trust and obedience to Thee. 
May those who live in lands where the 
Gospel is unknown soon be told the glad 
news of salvation, and may we willingly 
do our part to share the Gospel with 
them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—We never tire of 
the wonderful story of the birth of Jesus 
Christ and all the marvelous things that 
marked the event. We love the story 
of the shepherds and the angels, the 
Wise Men and the star. But why did 
such unusual things take place? John’s 
Gospel, which we begin to study today, 
tell us nothing of those wonderful 
stories. They were already well known 
before John wrote. Instead he shows 
us how fitting were such things as the 
angels’ song and the guiding star when 
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Christ was born. These things befitted 
the greatness of the One who then came 
to earth. John shows this to us,by 
calling our Lord Jesus the Word. the 
One by whom God spoke as He had 
never spoken to men before. He calls 
Him the light and the life of men. He 
says the world was made by Him. How 
fitting that the coming of the Maker 
of all things should be announced by 
angels and marked by the appearance of 
the star! 

But John tells us that though the 
world was made by Him, the world 
knew Him not when He came. Still 
worse, though “He came unto his own,” 
to the chosen nation of Israel, “his own 
received him not.” 


December 21, 1946 


He came to the people to whom His 
coming’ had long been promised, a peo- 
ple long set apart to God, and yet He 
was rejected there, where most of all 
He should have been received. But, 
today, it is we who are the favored 
people, for the Gospel has been known 
to our forefathers for centuries, and has 
brought us wonderful blessings. It is 
among us above all others that the Lord 
Jesus should be received and served to- 
day just because we have been favored 
for so long by having God’s Word and 
His Gospel with all its many benefits. 
But it is still true that 


Our Lord is now rejected, 
And by the world disowned; 

By the many still ‘neglected, 
And by the few enthroned. 


But remember that the few plus God 
make a majority. It was by the few 
who received Him that our Lord sent 
His Gospel forth and changed the course 
of history. Why? Because to those who 
received the Lord Jesus, God gave power 
to become His sons. And it holds true 
still. We are brought into God’s family 
and become useful in God’s work when 
we take the Saviour into our hearts and 
“crown Him Lord of all.” Be sure yqu 
do it. 


Hoiuysurn, B. C., Can. . 
se 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 


Our Bible Tells About Jesus 
(John 1:19-29) 


“T BRING you good tidings of great 
joy,” said the angel to the shepherds 
on the night of the Lord Jesus’ birth, 
“which shall be to all people” (Luke 
2:10). How were these good tidings 
passed on to “all people’? The shep- 
herds told other folks on the way home. 
Paul told hundreds. Some people wrote 
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for others to read. John says, “These 
things write we unto. you, that your joy 
may be full” (1 John 1:4, Memory 
Verse). It is joy to know the Lord has 
come; and fuller joy to pass the news 
on to others. 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, 
And Heav’n and nature sing. 

When you talk to people do you talk 
about yourself mostly? Once there was 
another John who started preaching. He 
had no church but the great outdoors. 
He did not belong to any denomination. 
But he was a wonderful preacher and 
crowds went to hear him way out in 
the country by a river. The church peo- 
ple wondeted who he was and what 
right he had to preach and baptize? Was 
he some great prophet come to earth? 
Could he even be the long-hoped-for 
Messiah or Christ? A committee was 
sent to ask, right out, “Who are you?” 
What a chance to talk about himself! 
But did he? (Have a group of children 


~ represent the committee, and one pre- 


pared to read the questions, while an- 
other child reads John’s answers in 
John 1:19-27.) Just a voice with a mes- 
sage: Get ready for the Lord; you don’t 
know Him yet, but He’s here! 

And the next day John the Baptist 
made a great announcement. He saw 
someone coming and said to the people 
around, “Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” What 
did he mean? 

Suppose you were living in Jerusalem 
back in John’s day. You did something 
wrong and wanted God to forgive you 
for it; what would you have to do? You 
would bring a lamb or kid to the Temple. 
You would place your hand on the lamb’s 
head, confess your sin, and kill the lamb. 
The priest would catch the lamb’s blood, 
put it ‘on the altar, and burn the fat. 
The lamb would have died in your place, 
“for the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23), and “without shedding of blood is 
no remission” (Heb. 9:22) —no forgive- 
ness of sin. And you would go free. 

Of course, a lamb could not really take 
a man’s place. But Ged had a “lamb” 
who was so valuable He could take the 
place of all men. That Lamb was His 
own Son, who gave up all His glory in 
Heaven and came down to be aman. He 
lived a perfect life and then took all 
of men’s sins—- Adam’s and John’s and 
yours and mine—on Himself, and died 
on the cross in our place. So we go 
free. Neither do we have to kill any 
lambs for forgiveness now. “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” The Lord Himself 
said, “My blood .. . is shed for many 
for the remission of sins” (Matt. 26:28). 
Have you believed what He did for you, 
and have you taken Him for your Sav- 
iour? What joy that means to you— 
forgiveness, Heaven, eternal life! What 
joy it would bring to others if they 
knew! 
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Show a Wordless Book. Have each 
child make one to use in telling others 
about the Lamb of God. Construction 
paper may be divided into three parts 
each way to make ,nine rectangles 3x4 
inches. Each child needs a rectangle 
of black, red, white, yellow, and green. 
Fold each piece like a booklet. Paste 
last page of black to first of red, last of 
red to first of white, and last of white 
,to first of yellow. The green is a cover, 
the inside pasted to the first page of black 
and last page of yellow. Black sym- 
bolizes sin and death; red, the blood of 
Christ; white, the clean, forgiven heart; 
yellow, Heaven; green, eternal life. 

Read all of John -1 this week. You 
will learn about three witnesses. 

Orono, MAIne. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Stories of Jesus 
(John 1:38-45) 


T WILL be easy to use a poster to 

illustrate this. quarter’s lessons. Draw 
a clock face with thirteen numerals on 
a sheet of poster paper. Each Sunday 
place a picture over a numeral. These 
are the pictures I would suggest; most 
of them are easily found in magazines 
or newspapers. 1. Dove. 2. Bride. 3. 
Lantern. 4. Water jar. 5. Sick boy. 6. 
Loaves and fishes. 7. A blind man. 8. 
Sheep. 9. Donkey. 10. Basin. 11. A sun- 
set scene. 12. Jesus in Gethsemane. 13. 
The Crucifixion. The last two you should 
be able to get at a Bible bookstore. 


Suppose we begin our lesson today 
with that _—— scene John the Bap- 
tist pictures for us, of the baptism of 
the Lord Jesus. John was the one sent 
from God to tell the Jews their Messiah 
was coming. One day as he was preach- 
ing and baptizing at the River Jordan, 
the Lord Jesus Christ came to be bap- 
tized. At first John didn’t want to bap- 
tize Him, and said, “I. have need to be 
baptized of thee.” But Jesus asked him 
to do it, so he did, and as they were 
in the water, the Holy Spirit, in the 
form of 4 dove, came down and lighted 
on Jesus, and a voice from Heaven said, 
“Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” 


The next day John and two of the men 
who followed him and were his disciples 
were standing talking when the Lord 
Jesus walked by. John said, “Behold 
the Lamb of God.” They were Jews 
and understood what John meant: that 
Jesus was the Messiah, who had been 
pictured in.all the lambs offered in the 
worship of the Tabernacle and the Tem- 
ple. They left John and followed the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and when the Lord 
turned dnd saw them following Him, He 
asked them what they were looking for. 
They asked Him where He lived, and 
He said; “Come and see.” So He took 
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them home with Him and they stayed 
that day. Just think of that! Going 
home with the Lord Jesus Christ to 
stay for hours! 

One of these men was Andrew, and 
he was so thrilled with what he saw and 
heard that day at Jesus’ house that he 
went and got his brother, Simon Peter, 
and told him they had found the Mes- 
siah, which is the Christ. He brought 
Peter to the Lord Jesus. 

The next day Jesus went into Galilee 
and found Philip and said to him, “Fol- 
low me,” and Philip came, and then 
brought Nathanael. — 

And that was the way the Lord Jesus 
began His work on earth, calling a few 
men, and then they brought others, and 
these others touched many more. That 
is the way people have been reached for 
the Lord all down through these hun- 
dreds of years. Somebody heard the 
story of salvation and believed on the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The Sunday Schoo! Times 
Calendar for 
1947 


A truly unique calendar, made ex-, 
clusively for The Sunday School” 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
Paper. 

Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins Olcott, 
whose omy oy and writings are 
well known to Sunday School Times 
readers. 

Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 

There is a Scripture memory verse for 
each day in the year, 


PRICES 
(Postpaid), excepting orders of 5 or more to 
foreign countries. 
Ree « aan $ GD. . + bie « $10.25 
B. a he es 1.35 100 20.00 
OS v's 0 a aa 3. Ss « wis }.8 36.50 
us . he eb 5.40 300... §2.50 


It makes an ideal, moderste-peiced sift, 

and the quantity prices offer a real oppor. 

tunity to earn extra income by the f 

these among your friends and fellow 
workers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
» for which please 


send IME .-« «+s eeneeree eee copies of The Sunday School 
Times Calendar for 194 1947. 


I am enclosing #........--------+s++ 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and they told others. 
Every. believer should be the beginning 
of an endless chain of believers, but, 
oh, so many believers just keep still 
and never tell others, Even the smallest 
boy and girl can believe and so start an 
endless chain, if they will tell others. 

The story is told of a preacher in 
England who preached to just a handful 
of people one stormy Sunday night, and 
came home quite discouraged, and told 
his wife it was hardly worth while 
preaching that night because there were 
just a few of the faithful ones there, 
and a boy. But the boy accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ that night, and be- 
came one of the world’s greatest 
preachers, and thousands believed in the 
Lord because he preached the Gospel. 
How sad if that preacher had not 
preached Christ on that stormy Sunday 
night! Don’t ever stop telling people 
about Jesus, the Saviour. 

FELTON, CALIF. 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


La giving a list of the lessons for the 
d explaining the conditions ui ~' which 


be 
the = 7 each 
illustration accepted, and £ for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the thse 
months in advance of the lesson, and shoul 
not be clip; frgm oagtier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” rence is given to ens 
= = = printed ol text. Because of 4 
paper sho readers are asked to 
imit. | the total subm tied on each lesson to 
four illustrations. ’ 


Impotent Effrontery.—All things were 
made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made (John 
1:3). 

You cannot put one little star in motion, 


You cannot shape one single forest leaf, 
Nor fling a mountain up, nor sink an 


ocean, 

Presumptuous pigmy, large with un- 
belief ! 

You cannot bring one dawn of regal 
splendor, 


Nor bid the day to shadowy twilight 


fall, 
Nor send the pale moon forth with 
radiance tender, 
And dare you doubt the One who does 
it all? 
—From Serving and Waiting. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


A Candle in Our Hearts.—And the light 
shineth in darkness (John 1:5). In Pro- 
fessor Fleming’s book, “The World at 
One in Prayer,” there is a choice prayer 
by a little African girl in Miss Mabel 
Shaw’s school at Mbereshi:- “O Thou 
Great Chief, light a candle in my heart 
that I may see what is therein, and 
sweep the rubbish from Thy dwelling 
place."—From the Missionary Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. M. O. Perry, Nova Scotia, 
Can. ° 


They Knew Him.—He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light (John 1:8). A missionary, 
taking up his work in a strange land, 
began at once to tell his listeners of 
Jesus. He told of the selfless love, in- 
finite compassion and tenderness, and 
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the healing power of Christ. He was 
pleased to see the interest his words 
awakened. He noted the nods and smiles 
of his audience, as he told of the Man 
who went about doing good. Finally 
he asked how many had ever heard of 
this Man, and thé response was eager 
and complete. It seemed they all knew 
Him. Upon further inquiry, he found 
out they were thinking of a Christian 
doctor who had lived among them at one 
time and had ministered to them in 
sickness and health. “Yes,” they said, 
“we knew him well—that man.” Oh, 
so to live that even: the unlearned and 
untaught may recognize the Christlike- 
ness in our lives! This is what He wants, 
and this is what we should strive for.— 
From the Upper Room, Sent by Eleanor 
L. Griffith, Rockland, Maine. Prize illus- 
tration. 


That’s What Lets You:In.—But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God (John 1:12). 
A London waif, cold and hungry, was 
invited one night by a city missionary 
to one of the houses of refuge for little 
wanderers. He was told simply to ring 
the bell and, when they asked him who 
he was, to say the three words, “in His 
name.” He ventured up the steps, and, 
true to the promise of the worker, re- 
ceived a royal welcome. With a good 
supper and a warm bed he dreamed that 
he was in Heaven. A few days after- 
ward he was hurt by a passing car. The 
card of the rescue home was found in 
his pocket, and he was taken to the hos- 
pital, and word sent to the mission. He 
was tenderly nursed during the few days 
of his life and taught of that other por- 
tal which is also entered “in His name,” 
and often in his last hours would he re- 
peat over and over again, “In His name; 
that’s what lets you in.”—From the Alli- 
ance Weekly. Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Ont. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1181) 
1. (a) His eternal being, (b) His personal 


communion, (c) His divine essence. Study 
this well. 


2. Mark begins with John the Baptist; 
Matthew starts with Abraham; Luke (in 
chapter 3) goes back to Adam; John pushes 
back into eternity. 


3. No. The “beginning” of Genesis 1:1 
is related to an act in time; the “begin- 
ning” of John 1:1 speaks of an eternal 
existence. 


4. (a) The Word in eternal union with 
God; (b) the Word touching the universe 
as Creater; (c) the Word in relation to 
man as life_and light; (d) the Word in con- 
flict with darkness, and overcoming. 


5. No. It teaches that every man has a 
measure of light for which he is responsi- 
ble. 


6. (a) Christ as Light is opposed by the 
darkness (v. 5); (b) Christ as Life is un- 
recognized in His own world (v. 10); (c) 
Christ as Love is rejected by His own peo- 
ple (v. 11). 
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Lesson for January 5 


7. That all men are sons of God. 

8. Romans 3:9 to 4:25; Galatians 2:15 to 
4:31. 

9. Yes. Read 1 John 4:1-3. 


10. Not merely by telling us about Him, 
but by so manifesting Him in His own 
person that He could say, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14: 
9). 


The Evangelical Library's New 
Address in London 


HE Evangelical Library, mentioned 
in Mr. Ernest Gordon’s “Survey,” 
September 14, has moved from its old 
address at 55 Gloucester Road, Kensing- 


ton, London, to 78 Chiltern St., London / 


W. 1 (opposite Baker St. Station). The 
library is doing a useful work in making 
many valuable volumes available to 
Christian people. 

The librarian and organizing secre- 
tary, Mr. Geoffrey Williams, said of his 
own private library, which was the be- 
ginning of the Evangelical Library, that 
it “was rich in rare Protestant and Puri- 
tan authors, for, the grace of God hav- 
ing arrested me when sunk in sin and 
shame and a stranger to the Truth as it 
is in Jesus, I sought to collect precisely 
those volumes which discover the full- 
ness of the Gospel.” 


e 
A Forward Step in Missions 


MEETING of great importance to 

the missionary enterprise through- 
out the entire world took place recently 
at Philadelphia when the Interdenomi- 
national Foreign Mission Association, a 
fellowship of twenty-two missionary so- 
cieties representing over 3,000 mission- 
aries, convened to consider many urgent 
problems relating to the fulfilling of the 
great commission. 

The following resolution, adopted: by 
the meeting, is indicative of the spirit 
in which the business of the meeting 
was carried on: 


“Finally in the light’ of world condi- 
tions and the approach of eternal night 
in which man cannot work, constrained 
by love and the desperate plight cf the 
peoples of the earth, and impelled by the 
challenge of the unfinished task, be it 
resolved that the Interdenominational 
Foreign Mission Association and its con- 
stituent members rededicate themselves 
to the primary task which the Lord has 
committed to them, that eschewing all 
worldly methods devised by human wis- 
dom, but simply clinging to the efficacy 
and message of the Cross, and wrestling 
in earnest, persevering prayer, we call 
upon the Lord’s people everywhere to 
give themselves unreservedly and un- 
swervingly to this great task — the pri- 
mary, all-important, one-essential duty 
of the Church today—to the end that 
Christ’s Commission be at last completed 
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and every creature have heard the Gos- 
pel of His Grace.” 

In view of this resolution it was agreed 
to accelerate the entire program of the 
Association. It was agreed that the pro- 
duction and publication of pamphlets 
pertaining to missions be increased. In- 
creased publicity and testimony as to 
the need of a complete and speedy evan- 
gelization of the world through confer- 
ences sponsored by the Interdenomina- 
tional Foreign Mission Association was 
envisaged. A full-time secretary is to 
be appointed as soon a a suitable man 
can be found. 

The headquarters of the Interdenom- 
inational Foreign Mission Association of 
North America are at present at 373 
Carlton Ave., Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 


Winning the Children 


“cc HE older they get without making 

a decision, the harder they are to 
reach,’ This is the conviction of J. B. 
Spillman, executive secretary of the 
Carolina Christian Fundamentals Asso- 
ciation and the Way, Truth, and Life 
Book Club (No. 6, 116 EB. 8th St., Char- 
lotte 2, N. C.). He has succeeded in per- 
suading public school teachers to use 
Vos’s “Child Story Bible” for the morn- 
ing devotional exercises in the elemen- 
tary grades, and he has been visiting 
public schools, explaining the way of 
salvation to the children and distribut- 
ing decision cards—with the permis- 
sion of the principels. 


In the Balls Creek School, Catawba 
County, there were 121 in grades 9 to 
11, and only eight were not church 
members. Of these, sevén made a de- 
cision for Christ. In the Mayodan School, 
Rockingham County, there were 96 in 
grades 9 to 12, and of these 65 were not 
church members, and only ten made a 
decision for Christ. “These schools,” 
says Mr. Spillman, “show the great im- 
portance and opportunity of reaching 
children in the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grades. . . . If ‘they make no decision 
before entering high school, the attend- 
ance at church and Sunday school 
decreases. Plans are now in progress 
to place a booklet, ‘Bible Memory Verses 
Graded, in the elementary grades: 
‘Vital Bible Truths’ in the high schools 
for Bible study, and Christian books in 
the school libraries.” The prices of these 
books are as follows: “Vos’s Child’s 
Story Bible,”1 $3.50; “Bible Memory 
Verses Graded,” 25 cents; “Vital Bible 
Truths,” 5 cents. 

The books, decision cards, and other 
literature may be had from J. B. Spill- 





man, No. 6, 116 E. 8th St., Charlotte 2, 


N.C, 





1Published by the Fleming H. Revell Co., 
158 Fifth Ave., New York 10. May also be 
ordered from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia 30. 
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is essential to effective 
Christian service 


DALLAS 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


offers: 


e@ A standard four-year theological 
course leading to Th.M. for college 
graduates; offers Th.D. for seminary 
graduates. 

e@ Emphasis on Bible, Theology, Bibli- 
cal languages, History, Missions, 
and Practical Theology. 

@ Unquestioned loyalty to verbal in- 
spiration and historic faith. 

@ Training center for pastors, teachers, 
evangelists, missionaries. 

e Accredited by Regents of University 
of New York. 

e -.pproved by U. S. Government for 
Veteran Training. 

For free catalog of tuition-free courses, write the 
REGISTRAR 


DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
3901-3931 Swiss Avenue Datles 4, Texes 





























TIME IS SHORT! 
Doors Are Closing 


South America is ‘‘white unto har- 
vest." Millions of souls will perish 
unless the message of Salvation is 
taken to them by means of the printed 

Word, The Brazilian Christian Mission 
is touching every Spanish and Portuguese 
speaking country for Christ, getting out the Word 
in tracts, Gospels, Bibles, and Colportage books. 
A three-story Gospel printing establishment is now 
under construction. Much equipment will be needed. 
Plans are being laid to distribute much of this 
literature from the skies by plane. 


FUNDS ARE NEEDED NOW! 
Will you help? Send for a free copy of the MISSION 
OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD to Home Sec- 
retary, Miss Nell Macy, 729 Brown-Marx Building, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 


THE BRAZILIAN CHRISTIAN MISSION 


A Fundamental Faith Work 
F. Paul Peterson, Field Director, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 5. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


Mark 1:1-11 (Supplementary Reading: Matt. 3:1-11,; Luke 3:1-16, John 1:6-8, 19-28) 
Golden Text.—The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight—Mark 18 


Kine James Vansi0n 


Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 


of God; 


2 As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall prepare. thy way before thee. 
3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 


way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 


4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism 


of repentance for the remission of sins. 


5 And there went out unto him all the land of Judza, and they 
of Jerusalem, and were = baptized cf him’ in the river of Jordan. 


confessing their sins. 


6 And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle 


7 And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I 


down and unloose. 


after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop 


8 I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost. 
9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 


Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 


10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the 


heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him; 


11 And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 


The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 


of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
introduction to the Lesson 


Ts first mention made of Mark is 
in Acts 12:12 where we are in- 
formed that Mary is the mother of 
fohn, whose surname was Mark. 

The human instrument in his con- 
version may have been the Apostle 
Peter, for Peter calls him “my son” (1 
Pet. 5:13). Marcus was his Latin sur- 
name. His Jewish name was John. In 
Acts 12:25 we find Mark accompanying 
Barnabas and Saul on their return from 
Jerusalem to Antioch. He is next seen 
on the occasion of Paul’s first mission- 
iry journey (Acts 13:5). 

When the group reached Perga in 
Pamphylia, he left and returned to Jeru- 
salem (Acts 13:13). Some think he 
feared the perils to be encountered in 
the interior of Asia Minor, but Scrip- 
ture is silent on that point. 

When Paul and Barnabas were about 
to set out on a second missionary tour, 
Mark became a bone of contention be- 
tween them (Acts 15: 36-41). 

We cannot furnish details, but Mark 
must have confessed his failure as a 
servant and experienced the restoration 
ot the joy of-God’s salvation, and rein- 
statement into the service of the Lord; 
for we afterward find him with the 
Apostle Paul in his imprisonment at 
Rome—and Paul is able to speak of 
him as one of the few “fellowworkers 
unto the kingdom of God, which have 
been a comfort unto me” (Col. 4:10, 11). 
And in his last Epistle, the Apostle 
Paul urges Timothy to bring Mark with 
him because “he is profitable .. . for 
the ministry” (2 Tim. 4:11). 

The Lord will reinstate failing servants 
today, even as He did Mark. 

To Mark He now gives the high honor 
of writing the record of the perfect 
Servant, the Lord Jesus Christ. Mark 
begins it with the ministry of John the 
Baptist. 
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The Lesson in Detail 

Mark 1:1.—“The beginning of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
Mark does not begin his record with a 
genealogy of our Lord; that was Mat- 
thew’s privilege, who presents the Lord 
Jesus as the King. Mark does not be- 
gin with the hiStory of the infancy of 
Jesus, as does Luke, who presents the 
Lord as the Son of man. Mark does 
not begin with the fact of our Lord’s 
eternity of being, as does John, who 
specially presents our Lord as the Son 
of. God. In presenting the Lord as the 
Servant of Jehovah, Mark begins with 
the ministry of John the Baptist, the 
Lord’s forerunner. 


But Mark would have us know at the 


outset who this Servant is, so he uses . 


three titles: (1) “Jesus,” (2) “Christ,” 
and (3) “Son.” For the significance of 
“Jesus,” see Matthew 1:21; of “Christ,” 
see John 4:25; and of “Son,” see He- 
brews 1:1-3. 


Verse 2.—“As it is written in the 
prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee.” This quotation is 
from Malachi 3:1. The messenger is 
John the Baptist. 


Verse 3.—“The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Prepare ...” This quo- 
tation is from Isaiah 40:3. The “voice” 
is John the Baptist. (See John 1: 19-23.) 


To better appreciate Mark’s brief word 
on John’s ministry, recall the testimonies 
given of him by tHe angel Gabriel, and 
of his father Zacharias, and of the Lord 
Jesus Himself. 


The angel Gabriel said of him, “He 
shall be great . . .”. (Luke 1:15-17). 
Zacharias prophesied of him, “And thou, 
child, shall be called’the prophet of the 
Highest” (Luke 1:76). And the Lord 
Jesus Christ emphasized both of these 
testimonies, saying, “There hath not risen 
a greater than John the Baptist,” and 
He said he was “more than a prophet”; 
and He also said of John, “He was a 
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burning and a shining light” (Matt. 11: 
7-11; John 5:35). 

Verses 4-6.—“John did baptize in the 
wilderness, and preach ... and... was 
clothed with camel’s hair, and with a 
girdle of a skin about his loins; and he 
did eat locusts and wild honey.” Thus 
Mark calls attention to John’s place, 
preaching, raiment, and diet. 

His place’ was not Jerusalem, where 
the Temple stood, but the wilderness — 
that “dry and unpeopled region extend- 
ing from the gates of Hebron to the 
shores of the Dead Sea.” The Hebrews 
fitly call it Jeshimon (1 Sam. 23:19-24), 
“the appalling desolation” or “horror” 
the fitting symbol of this world’s spir- 
itual barrenness. 


His preaching was “the baptism of 


repentance for the remission of sins.” 
By referring to Matthew’s fuller account 
of John’s preaching, it can be seen that 
he was very outspoken about “wrath to 
come,” “fruits meet for repentance,” 
and the “axe .. . laid unto the root of 
the trees.” And he distinguished be- 
tweén the “wheat” and the “chaff,” men- 
tioning the Holy Spirit for the wheat, 
and the unquerchable fire for the chaff 
(Matt. 3:1-12). 

That type of preaching in the Spirit's 
power brought conviction and repent- 
ance and a readiness to turn to the Lord. 

Since the atoning death of Christ and 
His glorious resurrection, and since the 
door of opportunity has been opened to 
Gentiles, the/message is, “Whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive remission 
of sins” (Acts 10:43). After receiving 
remission of sins, one is a proper can- 
didate for baptism (Acts 10:47, 48; 16: 
30-34; 18:8). 

His raiment was not the “soft” variety, 
such as was worn by those who were 
in king’s palaces (Matt. 11:8). His ap- 
parel was of the coarsest texture, such 
as Elijah wore (2 Kings 1:8) and the 
prophets generally (Zech. 13:4). His 
girdle was not of “fine linen” (Ezek. 
16:10) nor of “gol@” (Dan. 10:5), but 
of untanned leather. 
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Lesson for January 5 


Someone has suggested that John’s 
girdle would not stretch nor yield—a 
token that in his witness to the truth, 
he will not give way an inch. 


His diet was exceedingly plain and 
simple — “locusts and wild honey.” Lo- 
custs were permitted as an article of 
food by the Levitical Law (Lev. 11:21, 22) 
because they “have legs above their feet, 
to leap withal upon the earth,” which 
interpreted spiritually means that the 
person who feeds upon them will have 
the ability to leap over the low levels 
of earth and appreciate that which is 
divine and heavenly. 


For “wild honey” see 1 Samuel 14: 25- 
27. To the Psalmist, the words of the 
Lord were sweeter than honey and the 
honeycomb. It is significant that the 
last diet of our Lord on earth was 
“broiled fish, and . . . an honeycomb” 
(Luke 24:42); for the doing of the will 
of the Father, as expressed in His words, 
was His meat to the very last (John 4: 
31-34). 


Verse 7.—“And preached, saying, 
There cometh one mightier than I after 
me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to stoop down and unloose.” 
The latchet is the thong or fastening 
by which the sandal was fastened to 
the foot (Gen. 14:23; Isa. 5:27). The 
task of bearing and unfastening the san- 
dals of great personages fell to the low- 
liest slaves. This will help us to appre- 
ciate John’s feeling of unworthiness. 


Verse 8.—“I indeed have baptized you 
with water: but he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost.” Whether con- 
scious of it or not, John was here pre- 
senting the Lord Jesus as the One who 
would bring the Church into being for 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit is into 
the one Body, the Church. (See 1 Cor. 
12:13.) 


Versés 9-11—“And ... Jesus... was 
baptized of John in Jordan. And... 
the heavens opened, and the Spirit like 
a dove descending on him: and there 
came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou 
art my beloved Son.” The Lord Jesus 
had no sins to confess. He needed no 
remigsion of sins, But He speaks of His 
baptism with reference to His sufferings 
and death, (See Mark 10:38; Luke 12: 
50.) 


Jordan is the river which descends 
into the Dead Sea which has no outlet, 
hence is known as the “river of death.” 
The Lord’s baptism in Jordan prefigured 
His death for the sins of others. (See 
Psa. 42:7; 69:1, 2; 88:7.) 

We say reverently, Heaven could not 
remain silent at the sight of the Son of 
God going into symbolic death. The 
heavens opened, the Spirit descended on 
Him, and the Father expressed His dé- 
light in Him. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — blessed 
Trinity — manifested openly for the first 
time in the great work of redemption! 
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Next Week’s Lesson 
2. January 12.—Christ’s Sabbath Day 
Ministry Mark 1:21-34 
(Supplementary Reading: Luke 4: 
31-41; Matthew 8:14, 15.) 








Outline of the Lesson 


John’s ministry was: 


1. Prophesied (Mark 1:2, 3; Isa. 40:3; 
Mal. 3:1) 


2. Practical (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:10-14) 


3. Preparatory (Mark 1:3; Luke 1:76; 
Acts 19:4) 


4. Prophetic (Mark 1:7; John 1:27-29) 
5. Powerful (Mark 1:5; Matt. 3:5, 6; 
Luke 3:19, 20) 
Pointers 


The name “John” signifies “the gra- 
cious gift of God.” 

God first promised the gift 700 B.C. 
(Isa. 40:3). 


God renewed the promise 400 B.C. 
(Mal. 3:1). 


God wrought-a miracle to bestow the 
gift (Luke 1:5-66). 


The gift was a bright and shining one 
(John 5:35). 


The gift was appreciated by some 
(Mark 1:5). 


The gift was despised -by others (Matt. 
14: 3-12). 

The gift was a forerunner of God’s 
greatest Gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 

When this Gift is received, one be- 
comes a child of God (John 1:12).* 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


AT Old Testament prophecies 
pointed to John the Baptist? 


2. Do the two phrases containing 
the word “messenger,” in Malachi 3:1, both 
apply to the ministry and witness of John 
the Baptist? Explain. 


3. Why does Mark give such a brief ,ac- 
gount of John’s ministry? 


4. In Mark, John’s words are quoted: “He 
shall beptize you with the Holy Ghost.” 
Matthew and Luke add the words, “and 
with fire.” What is the significance of the 


latter phrase, and why was it omitted by 


Mark? 


5. What was the time of John’s baptism 
of Christ? 


6. Did John preach the Gospel as we 
know it today? Explain 


7. John the Baptist was one of God’s great 
messengers. What made this true of him? 


8. What does the Jordan Valley, as the 
scene of the baptism of the multitudes, 
typify? 


9. Was baptism, as John introduced it, a 
new thing? _ Explain. 


10. Why did the Lord insist on being bap- 
tized by John? 


(Answers on page 1189) 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
* By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


GOALS FOR THE QUARTER 


OR the first quarter in this new series 

of lessons there are three major 
goals: personal salvation, Bible training, 
and Christian service. As the studies 
advance, the pupils might work out a 
chart with three columns headed as fol- 
lows: Divinity of Christ, Choice Scrtp- 
tyre, Service Suggested. 

Lead the pupils to a personal knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ as Saviour, and to 
a constantly growing ‘appreciation of 
Him. The beauty of the Lord Jesus is 
seen in every lesson. Discover there 
some teaching about His divinity, His 
earthly ministry, and His eternal reality 
and ability to ‘help, listing these points 
briefly on the chart. 

Lead the pupils to know and apply 
the Scriptures through the habit of daily 
Bible reading, memorizing choice verses, 
research outside of the lesson material. 
Let the class choose for the chart and 
their memory work either the Golden 
Text or any other verse which most 


, strikingly reveals to them the high point 


of the lesson. 

Lead the pupils to know the joy of 
Christian service. Since the Gospel of 
Mark is the story of Christ, the suffering 
servant, we cannot really study it with- 
out gaining a sense of responsibility 
toward the needs of our own suffering 
neighbors. Plan service projects’ with 
the class, such as visiting hospitals, 
learning about lepers and giving toward 
their support, getting acquainted with 
young folks in underprivileged groups 
and assisting them through friendliness 
and co-operation toward higher stand- 
ards; helping with children’s work, mak- 
ing toys, teaching or working in nursery 
schools —all' to the end that lost ones 
may come to know our Saviour. On 
the chart write how each lesson best 
portrays the influence of Christ on the 
lives of others, and the suggestions for 
Christian service which it makes for us. 





THE WAY OF THE LORD, OR, 
THe Way or Man 


career scientists, educators, and 
wide-awake boys and girls are mak- 
ing research into the best ways for man 
to live harmoniously on earth, but above 
all we must be concerned with prepar- 
ing “the way of the Lord.” There should 
be no conflict between these ways, for 
“the way of the Lord” is the only way 
by which man can live abundantly 
(John 10:10). 

John Mark, who started serving God 
as a young man, begins his Gospel with 
the story of another young John who 
was fully occupied with God’s way for 
him. 

God’s way in the inner life (Mark 1; 
4). Straight paths, said John the Bap- 
tist, are needed —spiritually, morally, 
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and materially straight. Young folks 
find such paths through discipline from 
the One who is in authority (Heb. 12: 
12-14); analysis of Scripture (Psa. 119: 
105);. and repentance and forgiveness 
(Isa. 45:22, 23). 


God’s way_in raiment and food (v. 6). 
Through personal prayer and practical 
demonstration John learned what kind 
of clothing and food would be most suit- 
able to his calling. Do you wonder how 
to dress and what to eat? (1 Cor. 10:31; 
1 Pet. 5:5; Isa. 61:10.) ‘The Lord wants 
you to dress and eat, not like John the 
Baptist, but so that you will be best 
fitted for your own calling. 


God’s:way in thought and speech (v. 
7). You. are impatient to bring about 
reforms? John, too, was alert to the 
neéds of his day (Luke 3:3-18), vigor- 
ously denouncing injustices. Then, rec- 
ognizing -human limitations, he an- 
hounced, “There cometh one mightiér.” 
Not until that “mightier one” appears 
can human ills be permanently and per- 
fectly made right (Hab. 2:14). Antici- 
pate His coming. 

God’s way in service (vs. 8,9). “I indeed 
have baptized . . . but he shall.” Chris- 
tians are called out both for future glory 
and present service, and human limita- 
tions must be no excuse for laziness. 
Although Christ was going to baptize 
His people later with the Holy Spirit, 
John’s task was to keep on baptizing 
them with water, and he proved fai 
to that trust. Young folks, the Lord 
needs you to prepare earthly ground- 
work upon which He later may add His 
‘divine finishing touches. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


APPROACH 


HO usually names the new baby? 
Today we are going to study about 
someone whose name was announced 
by an angel before he was born. No, 
it is not the Lord Jesus. An angel did 
tell Joseph what to name Him before 
He was horn. But Jesus is God as well 
as man. The person we are going to 
talk about today was only a man, but 
he was a very great man. You will 
find his name in Luke 1:13. 
Propuectés CoNncERNING HIM 
The angel’s prophecy was not the first 
one about John the Baptist. Turn to 
Malachi 3:1, “Behold I will send my 
messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me.” If you have a refer- 
ence Bible, look at the date in the 
column at. the top of the page. That 
shows us that this prophecy was made 
almost four hundred years before the 
birth of John. How do we know that 
this verse refers to John? Look at verse 
2 in today’s lesson. John the Baptist 


, 
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was the special messenger sent to tell 
everyone that the Lord was coming. 


Joun’s Foop AND CLOTHING 


How was John clothed? What food 
did he eat? Some people think he ate 
grasshoppers. Certainly some Oriental. 
peoples have eaten them. However, it 
seems more likely to me that the 
locusts, referred to here, are the fruit 
of the locust tree. I have tasted dried 
locust fruit. It looked like a dried-out 
flattened, hard, black banana. . It tasted 
something like bread, but I did not care 
for its flavor. Why do you think John 
spent so little time on his food and 
clothes? That’s it exactly. He had 
something else much more important 
to do. 

JOHN’s MESSAGE 


John had a tremendously important 
message to deliver. He was the special 
messenger sent to tell everyone that the 
Lord was coming and they must get 
ready to meet Him. Over. and over he 
preached to the people about the great- 
ness of the ‘Lord. What does he say 
about this in verse 7? John never 
thought of himself as great, but only of 
the greatness of the Lord. -He was not 
afraid to tell people of their sins, either. 
Hundreds of people came to hear John 
preach on the banks of the Jordan River, 
and many of them believed him and 
were baptized. 


Tue Baptism oF CHRIST 


Perhaps the greatest moment in John’s 
life was when he baptized the Lord 
Jesus. He already knew that Jesus was 
greater than he, but when he baptized 
the Lord Jesus he knew for certain that 
He was the Son of God. Tell us exactly 
what happened when the Lord Jesus 
Christ was baptized,, Mary. God had 
told John ahead of time that this would 
happen whén he baptized the Lord Jesus 


John 1:33, 34). 


j JOHN’s CHARACTER 

The most wonderful thing to me about 
John was that he was like the Lord 
Jesus. He was so much like the Lord 
Jesus that some people thought. he was 


. Christ, and others thought that Christ~ 


was John (Luke 3:15; 9:19). Once I 
heard of a missionary in Africa who 
went to live in a village where the 
people spoke a different dialect from 
the one he had learned. Until he 
learned their language, he could not 
preach to the people, but the people saw 
how he acted. A boy from that village 
went to work in the mines in a differ- 
ent part of Africa. This black boy heard 
someoné_ speak about the Lord’ there. 
He said, “Oh, I know Him. He came 
to live in our village a few months be- 
fore I left.” That missionary was so 
like the Lord that the black boy sup- 
posed it was He. John the Baptist was 
like that. Are we? Do we make people 
who know us think about the Lord Jesus 
because we are like Him? 
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CONCLUSION 


Oh, no, I'm not like Jesus, 
aS anyone may see, 

Oh, gentle Saviour, by Thy gra 
Make me much more like Thee. 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


If members of class are unsaved, the 
death of John as recorded in Mark 6: 
21-27 may be taught, stressing John now 
in Heaven and his murderers now in 
hell. Which company are you going to 
join? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
Getting Ready for Jesus To Come 
(Mark 1:1-11) 

WONDER how many of us have 

bunny-rabbit ears, the kind that 
stand right up and listen hard. Here 
in our Treasure Chest is a picture of a 
bunny — can we listen like that? Let’s 
see if we can. 

Our lesson teday is about getting 
ready for a wonderful thing to happen. 
Long ago a man called John the Baptist 
held a big meeting outdoors by a river. 
It was the River Jordan. A great many 
people came to hear John. “Listen, 
everybody !” he would say, “I have good 
news for you! Some day soon Jesus 
the Saviour will come here. He is the 
One who can make your black hearts 
white. He can forgive all your sins so 
you will never have to be punished for 
them. There is nobody in all the world 
like the Lord Jesus. But you must get 
ready for Him.” | ; 

The people looked at one another in 
happy surprise. But they were troubled, 
too. “What shall we do to get ready?” 
they asked. And John told thenl how 
they could give up their sins, the bad 
things they did. 

Teddy, you may pass the picture 
papers so we’ can see John telling the 
people how to get ready. Then let’s 
say together the Get-Ready verse— 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight.” “Prepare” means to 
get ready. f 

Now let me tell you something won- 
derful. That same Jesus is coming down 
from Heaven some day soon. We, too, 
must get ready for Him. How can we 
do that? Yes, we can stop quarreling, 
lying, swearing, and all other sins. What 
else, Helen? That’s it— we can take this 
dear Jesus right now as our very own 
Saviour and let Him wash our hearts 
white. Let’s sing a chorus about it: 

Yes, I know — Yes, I know — 


Jesus’ blood can make the vilest sinner 
clean. 


(New Joy and Gladness. John T. Benson 
Pub. Co., Nashville, Tenn., 25 cents.) 


Now we'll take from our Treasure 
Chest -these dirty paper hearts. And 
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some black crayons, too. Dick and Carol 
may pass them. We're going to make 
black smudges on the hearts for lying, 
swearing, getting mad,.and_ so forth. 
Then Sue may pass these clean white 
hearts and we’ll paste them over the 
dirty ones. Now they look like Chris- 
tian hearts, don’t they? 

What kind of heart do you have? Is 
it all white and ready for the Lord Jesus 
to come? How many would like to have 
Jesus make it ready today? 

(Additional teaching hints: In -intro- 
duction, talk about getting ready :for 
Christmas, for church, for company. 
Mention John’s garments and food. Ex- 
plain in child language the sins John 
Nisted in Luke 3: 10-14, Describe the bap- 
tizing with water as a sign that these 
people wished their sins washed away. 
Stress the fact that even if we do give 
up all sins, the ‘stains are still there 
and must be forgiven and cleansed. The 
Treasure Chest is one that holds the 
teacher’s equipment.) 

FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 


"7 
Illustrating the Lesson 


Leoiets giving & let ce "he lemons See Ee 
explaining the conditions u: which 
Ilustrations are accepted may from 


the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip’ from ourtier “Tilustration Round 
Tables.” eference a - to illustrations 
on the peter nm oN text. Because of the 

resent Pape sho readers are asked to 
imit total subm: tted on each lesson aed 

four illustrations. 

Why There Had Been No Complaint. 
—The voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight (Mark — 1:3, 
Golden Text). We need a host of fear- 
less Elijahs to declare God’s truth from 
the housetops, that it is a fearful thing 
to plynge all unprepared into the hands 
of the living God, ie. to plunge into 
the bottomless pit. The pathos of the 
pussyfooting preacher is illustrated by 
an account in the Digest and Review: 
It was dark and the colonel and his 
driver were hurrying along in a jeep, 
anxious to return to their own lines. 
Coming to a fork in the road they spied 
a lone M.P. stationed there to guide 
traffic. Getting the necessary directions, 
they were on their way. After a few 
miles, the driver sensed something wrong 
and got out to investigate. He walked 
ahead about thirty feet in the gloom. 
And there, where a bridge should have 
been, was a yawning drop of several 
hundred feet. Enraged, the colonel drove 
back to the M.P., demanded an explana- 
tion. Weary, the MP. sighed: “I can't 
understand, sir. I’ve been sending traffic 
that way all night and you're the first 
to complain.” That M.P. was not more 
stupid than multitudes of blind leaders 
of the blind. They have been directing 
the masses over the yawning chasms into 
the unending dark.—From the Prairie 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Pastor and Overcomer. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 
Prize illustration, 


What Will Do It.—Repentance for the 
remission of sins (Mark 1:4). A clergy- 
man, talking about deathbed conversion. 
said ‘to a Christian woman, “Do you 
think that a deathbed repentance does 
away. with a whole. life of sin?” “No,” 
she answered quietly, “but Calvary 
does.”—From the Wonderful Word. Sent 
by L..G. James, Toronto, Can. 


Whom He Saw.—And preached, saying, 
There cometh one mightier than:I after 
me (Mark 1:7). A Christian man urged 
his unsaved friend to go to hear a 
preacher whom he liked very much. The 
friend complied with this request. Aft- 
erward the Christian asked, “Well, what 
did you think of‘him?” “I did not think 
anything of him,” was the reply. The 
Christian ‘was disappointed until the 
friend added: “I was so busy thinking 
of the Christ whom. he preached that 
I did not have time to think of the 
preacher. And now his Saviour is my 
Saviour,: too.”"—Source unknown. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


Something Needed Inside—He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost (Mark 
1:8). I heard of a poor half-witted fel- 
low whose companion, working beside 
him, dropped dead. He was found trying 
to hold up the dead man, trying to make 
him stand and sit upright. Finding his 
effort without avail, he was saying to 
himself,: “He needs something inside 
him.” ‘I suspect that is the reason we 
live at'a poor dying rate. We need a 
living Spirit within to control and uphold 
us. — From “Cyclopedia: of. Religious 
Anecdotes,” by Lawson. Sent by Hazel 
Thomson, Chicago. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1187) 
1. Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1. 


2. No, only the words “my messenger” 
apply to John. In Malachi 3:1 the prophet 
sees both comings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Only the first two clauses refer to the first 
coming of Christ, when John was to “pre- 
pare the way before’ Him. The rest of 
the ‘verse, in which the phrase “the mes- 
senger of the covenant” appears, speaks of 
the yet future coming of Christ. “Be- 
hold, he shall ‘come, saith Jehovah Sabaoth.” 


3. The Holy Spirit uses the description of 
John’s ministry merely to introduce the 
Servant and His far greater ministry. 


4. Mark presented the Lord Jesus as Serv- 
vant. Fire has to do with judgment: the 
coming King as presented by Matthew and 
the coming-again Son of man as presented 
by Luke will judge and burn the chaff. One 
can have either Holy Ghost baptism now 
or the judgment of fire later—if he has 
one; he will not have the other, but it was 


not the Holy Spirit's will for Mark to pre- . 


sent this. 


5. Luke tells us that it was in the fif- 
teenth year of Tiberius, which was prob- 
ably about fourteen years after he began 
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What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will fit 
much by the reading of this cuenh 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
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his co-reign with Augustus in A.D. 12, This 
baptism occurred then in A.D. 26. — 

6. No; John was dealing personally with 
the multitudes, that their hearts might be 
prepared to receive the message of Christ. 
Repentance speaks of a change of mind — 
about oneseif and about God and His claims. 
The Jewish people observed the externals 
of religion but were blinded to God's real 
requirements. The Gospel rests upon the 
finished work of Christ; John’s message 
contained the promise of that which was 
to come. 

7(a) He was completely separated unto 
God; (b) he was filled by the Spirit; (c) 
his message was God-given. 

8. The Jordan Valley, more than three 
thousand feet below the cities around it, 
typifies the Valley of Humiliation to which 
the sinner must go if he is to be saved. 

9. Yes, it was new, but it rested on a 
strong foundation of Jewish law and cus- 
tom: the ceremonial bath of the priests 
(Exod. 29:4); the cleansing from ceremonial 
defilement (Lev. 15); and so on. John, the 
last of the Old Testament prophets, appear- 
ing about 400 years after Malachi, marked 
the transition from the old order to the 
new. 

10. John was God’s messenger to Israel. 
Jesus, therefore, acknowledged the Bap- 
tist’s divine commission. More than this, 
however, Christ was identifying Himself 
with His people in confession of their tres- 
passes and sin. On the cross He was made 
sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21), but here is the 
identification which culminated in the cross. 


Fulfillment of Prophecy in 
John's Gospel 
(Continued from second page) , 
made with David, and as he promised 
to give a light to him and to his sons 
for ever.” 
2 Samuel 21:17: “Then the men of 
David sware unto him, saying, Thou 
shalt go no more out with us to battle, 


that thou quench not the light of Israel.” 


In the opening chapter of his Gospel, 
John points out the fulfillment of these 
prophecies: 

“In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness compre- 
hended it not. .. . The same came for 
a witness, to bear witness of the Light. 
... That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world.” 

“I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life” (8:12). 

“Believe in. the light, that ye may be 
the children of light” (12:36). 

This is characteristic Johannine 
phraseology. The other Gospels, save 
once (Luke 2:32), do not speak of Christ 
as the Light. It is possible that John, 
in his constant application of the word 
“Light” to Christ, may have been point- 
ing out how the promise made to David 
of a iamp, or light (Psa. 132:17), was 
fulfilled in Christ. 

Early lamps have been found in Jeru- 
salem with the inscription “The light of 
Christ shineth to all” ard the initials 
IX6 (Wesus Christ God). 


(To be concluded next week) 
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Why Is Suicide Wrong? 


(Continued from second page) 


fession—1 John 1:9.) This does not 
mean the loss of eternal salvation, for 
one who is truly born again and re- 
ceives eternal life will not be lost. 
Christ said of His own: “And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Fafher’s hand” (John 10:28, 29). 
Dr. Pettingill touched on the problem of 
suicide recently in one of his answers 
in Notes on Open Letters (Nov. 16): He 
wrote: “It is inconceivable that a Chris- 
tian can commit suicide when he is in 
his right mind. . . . I think I have known 
of real Christians who took their own 
lives during a mental lapse. At any rate, 
the Scriptures definitely teach that one 
who is truly born again cannot again 
be lost.” 
Me 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 5 
- 1. What Church History Teaches Us 
(Eph. 2:13-22) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE most accurate church history we 

have is found in God’s Word, and 
the daily Bible readings suggested for 
the week that precedes this week's 
topic are very illuminating. From them 
we may draw nine outstanding truths 
concerning the Church of Christ: 


1. Its Prediction (Matt. 16:1-16). The 
Lord Jesus Himself told His disciples 
that He would build His Church, and 
tie said that it would be founded upen 
the great statement of faith that Peter 
made when he said, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16: 
16). ? 

2. Its Foundation. In addition to the 
chief stone, the Lord Jesus Himself, 
upon which the Church is built, there 
are also other “living stones,” which 
are the true believers down through 
the ages since the Church’s beginning 
(1 Pet. 2:5-7). 

3. Its Beginning. It was not until 
Pentecost, when Peter preached his great 
sermon to’ the multitude that gathered 
to see what had taken place while the 
disciples were gathered in the upper 
room, that the Church of Christ was 
begun, and we learn in Acts 2:41, 47 
that it was not Peter, or the other dis- 
ciples and apostles who added to the 
Church, it was God Himself, 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 


4. Its Commission. The Church has 
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been engaged in many activities down 
through the centuries. It has rightfully 
ministered to the poor and needy, and 
to the sick and suffering, thus, exem- 
plifying in some measure, the compas- 
sion of its Lord and Master. When the 
heme has failed in instruction and nur- 
ture in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord, the church and Sunday school 
has taken over, as far as it could, 
this ministry. However, the only specific 
commission that the Lord Jesus ever 
left for His Church was, “Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 


ever I have commanded you” (Matt. 28: 


19, 20). 


5. Its Growth. In spite of its commis- 
sion, which we find restated in Acts 1: 
8, the early church was satisfied to 
remain in Jerusalem, and it was not 
until persecution drove the disciples to 
other .cities and lands that the Church 


really began to grow as God had in- 


tended it should. In Acts 8:1-4, we are 
told of this persecution, which was 
headed up by Saul of Tarsus, and we 
read, “Therefore they that were scat- 
tered abroad went every where preach- 
ing the word.” 


6. Its Source of Power. Annual re- 
ports from the many denominational 
branchés in which we find the Christian 
church today tell us of the funds that 
are received, and of the additional 
churches that are begun, and of num- 
bers added to membership. When we 
read God’s Word, we find that the real 
source of power of the Church of Christ 
is neither in numbers, nor membership, 
nor in the ability of its members. It 
comes from God Himself, through the 
Holy Spirit. Read Acts 2:1-4, Acts 4:13, 
14; ahd 19, 20, and 31. Unless the leaders 
of a church and its membership know 


‘that intimate fellowship with the Lord 


Jesus Christ that comes only through 
the direction and infilling of the Holy 
Spirit, that church is powerless. It may 
be influential in ecclesiastical business, 
it may be great in numbers, and 
wealthy, but in God’s sight it is 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked (Rev. 3:17). 


7. Its Gifts. First Corinthians 12:4-11 
tells us of the many gifts that may be 
enjoyed by the individual member of 
the Church, and thus found in the 
Church as a whole. Notice, however, 
that these gifts are not distributed on 
the basis of wealth, of denominational 
label, or social standing. They come 
fromm the Holy Spirit, and are divided 
among the members of the Body of 
Christ who can best use them, in accord 
with His discernment and wisdom. 

8. Its Progress. The second and third 
chapters of Revelation bring us a com- 
posite picture of the Church of Christ. 
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Here we find mentioned the conditions 
that existed in the several churches 
of the time in which John the apostle 
wrote. But, in addition, we may also 
see in these several churches the trend 
of the Church as a whole, down through 
the ages, until the time when the Lord 
Jesus will come again. There is also 
a sense in which the conditions that are 
named here in the several churches have 
existed in some part of the whole 
Church in every age since John wrote. 
It is not a very encouraging picture, for 
it shows us that, while the Lord Jesus 
found something to commend in all but 
the final, or Laodicean, stage of the 
church, He also found considerable to 
condemn. We may well, therefore, ask 
God to show us whether any of the 
faults that are named in these two chap- 
ters are true of the particular church 
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of which we are a member today, and 


5Of 1947 we should also ask Him to help us heed 
the admonitions given in the face of 
pelos such faults. 


9. Its Destiny. With all her faults and 
failures and shortcomings, the true 
Church of Christ has a glorious destiny. 
She is the “bride” of the Lamb, made 
up of all true believers of all ages who 

have “washed their robes and made them 
0. M, REVELL CO. 198 Filth Arcane Kew York 10M. site in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 
7:14). . And when the Lord Jesus comes 
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With the New Books 


An Exposition on the Book of Reve- 
lation. By Louis T. Talbot, D.D. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $2.) Dr. Talbot who is widely 
known among evangelicals as pastor of 
the Church of the Open Door in Los 
Angeles and as an able interpreter of 
prophetic truth here presents a revised 
edition of a devotional commentary on 
Revelation. The chapters of the book, 
apparently originally delivered as mes- 
sages to his own congregation, are char- 
acterized by spiritual insight and 
warmth. The author is here concerned 
with making plain the teaching of the 
Word as to the great events which lie 
ahead, and with applying these tremen- 
dous truths to our lives here and now. 
He constantly brings together the teach- 
ings.of other parts of the prophetic rev- 
elation, to shed their light on the pas- 
sage under consideration, and coupled 





- with his exposition is always an earnest 


appeal to both the unsaved and to Chris- 
tians. Dr. Talbot’s own personal joy 
in the blessed hope shines throughout 
the book, and it will be used of God 
to awaken many Christians to a similar 


. rejoicing. And believers who are al- 


ready alert to the signs of His coming 
will likewise be blessed and refreshed 
by.what they find here. Many will find 
the chart that is included a very help- 
ful one. Christ is honored throughout 
this book, and His rich blessing. will 
surely be upon it. 


Christmas at Ormistead Hall. By Julia 
L. Glover. (The Wartburg Press, Co- 
lumbus 15, Ohio, 30 cents.) Little Eliza. 
beth was the one bright and happy thing 
in the life of old General Ormistead, 
her grandfather, although he had cut 
off her father from any part in his life, 
and had refused even to meet her 
mother. Even her father’s death brought 
no softening of heart to the old man. 
And now, as this story opens, he is 
about. to estrange his two remaining 
younger sons by trying to impose his 
will upon them, regardless of their rea- 
sonable desires. But Elizabeth is a 
happy little Christian and manages, in 


her innocent and childish way, to bring 


Christmas to Ormistead Hall —a Christ- 
mas that stayed all the year and longer. 
It is a story for girls. 


Dobbie, Defender of Malta. By S. 
Maxwell Coder. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $1.50.) Some biographies lead us to 
ery; “What a wonderful person !” others, 
“What a wonder-working God!” Mr. 
Coder’s work is of this latter type. 
Born in one of the best families, given 
education and training second to none 
in*the British Army, inspired always by 
an equally noble wife, Sir William Dob- 
bie had a perfect background for his 
part in recent world history. But, as 
the author points out, the man’s spiritual 
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background was far more important 
both to him and to the world. With 
parents outstanding in devotion to God, 
it was natural that young Dobbie should 
be converted as a boy, and should serve 
with the most spiritual group he could 
find. What is remarkable is that the 
stresses of two world wars only in- 
creased and enriched this witness. 


The first third of the book is taken 
up with the General’s life story, while 
the second describes his visit to the 
United States and the success granted 
his testimony everywhere. The third 
considers ‘in detail the message of Sir 
William and Lady Dobbie, which may 
be summed up in the sentence, “There 
was refuge in the rocks of Malta, 
so in the Rock, Christ; is refuge from 
all life’s storms and battles.” A num- 
ber of fine pictures are included. 


Fairest Flower. By F. J. Huegel. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $1.25.) By “Fairest Flower” the 
author means the Christian saint— not 
a monk, a Pharisee, or an unbalanced 
religious crank, but the transformed be- 
liever whose fleshly life has been nailed 
to the cross. Various chapters describe 
this man as one in disrepute, as vin- 
dicated even by society when it is hon- 
est, as pulsating with life, owning ac- 
quaintance with the cross of Christ and 
holding ever before himself the goal of 
Christlikeness, The studies are high 
lighted by examples of old and new — 
Fenelon and Faraday, Francis of Assisi 
and Catherine Booth. And the style is 
one.of virility and sweetness. The fol- 
lowing is one of many quotable sen- 
tences: “If Christ does not reign in the 
scholar’s life, he’ is no less a heathen 
than the man of the jungle. ... Both 
must be born again; in both, the center 
of gravity must be shifted from self 
to God.” 


Tibetan Voices. By Robert B. Ekvall. 
(Harper and Bros., New York 16; $1.50.) 
The one place where East meets West 
is in Christ, and the one person who 
can open the heart of a country like 
Tibet is the Christian missionary. Mr. 
Ekvall, who for many years has labored 
on this “roof-of-the-world,” sketches, in 
fourteen monologues, various natives 
with their reactions to the Gospel and 
its messenger. .There is the bereaved 
mother wailing in her hopelessness, the 
fat supercilious lama, the devil-dancer, 
and the murderer whose conscience is 
being pricked awake. Some show eamuse- 
ment at the foreigner’s oddities, some 
ogle with curiosity, while others busn 
with antagonism. But as the truth 
strikes home, a few accept it and are 
made glad. The author uses a high 
quality of free verse; every stanza of 
which breathes the spirit of that strange 
locked land. But he sounds also the 
clear note of release in Christ. 
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Children at Home 
Hero of the Flood 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


cTAMBA lived jin a small village 

built of mud huts, on the banks 
of an African lake which looked like 
an inland sea. The surrounding coun- 
try was low lying, and when the tropical 
rains came the lake often overflowed 
its banks and swept everything away. 
Still the people clung to their flimsy 
huts though their losses were so great. 

On a certain day each year the peo- 
ple all turned out to watch a canoe race 
in which ‘the boys of the village took 
part, and the best and most skillful 
paddler was rewarded, and a feast given 
in his honor. 

McTamba was very good at paddling 
his canoe, and he could swim like a 
fish. Unfortunately, on a certain race 
day, he met with a terrible accident. A 
crocodile, cleverly hidden in the tall 
reeds near the lakeside, attacked and 
sank his canoe, and if the men on 
the bank had not succeeded in making 
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the crucodile ‘drop its prey, poor Mc- 
Tamba would have perished. As it was 
he was: badly mauled and his legs al- 
most bitten off. 

“Call the witch doctor,” cried the men 
on the bank, and McTamba’s father was 
quite distracted by all the shouting and 
excitement. 

“Take him at once to the white man’s 
healing place at Bahini,” said another, 
and having heard wonderful stories of 
marvelous cures there, the father de- 
cided this was the best thing to do. 
McTamba was his only son, and he ap- 
parently was, very seriously injured, so 
it seemed the only hope for his life. 

What a terrible journey of suffering 
it was to the distant hospital. McTamba 
was a very brave boy and he tried to 
stifle his cries and groans as they car- 
ried him in a rough hammock through 
the dense jungle country. The hospital 
was reached at last after ten days of 
traveling which had caused the poor 
boy untold agony. Parched with fever, 
his wounds poisoned with the filthy stuff 
people had applied in their ignorance, 
the boy was in a very bad condition. 
The mission doctor was one who was 
seldom unsuccessful, for his faith in 
God and his skill were great, but now 
he felt that it would be no easy task to 
save McTamba’s life. 

Anxious weeks followed before the 
boy began to improve and take interest 
in the things around, him. He heard 
a lot in the hospital which astonished 
him, for it seemed too wonderful to be 
true. How could the great God these 
white people worshiped love a poor lit- 
tle African boy so as to-die for his 
sins? Indeed it was almost impossible 
to believe except that McTamba was 
surprised at the loving-kindness every- 
one received, as if they belonged to some 
great African chief’s family. 

“I mean to worship the white people’s 
God when I come home,” McTamba said 
to his father. 

“But, my son, I have heard that the 
followers uf this Lord Jesus must never 
fight their enemies, and they givé up 
many of our customs. Our people will 
not permit us to do that without per- 
secuting us and burning down our hut.” 

McTamba knew this to be a fact; and 
he had always hoped to be a brave 
fighter and make others admire his 
spirit. And his father was honored as 
an exceptionally fearless warrior. 

When at last McTamba was able to go 
home he resolved by God’s help to be 
a good soldier of the Lord Jesus, al- 
though he knew the cost would not be 
light. ' 

“Very soon the village people were 
treating him and his family as if they 
were lepers, despising and shunning 
them as outcasts. The other boys were 
forbidden to speak to McTamba, and as 
time went on things went from bad to 
worse. The boy’s resolve, however, did 
not weaken, and his father was so grate- 
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ful to the white man for healing his 
only son and saving his life that he 
did not oppose McTamba, but allowed 
him to follow his new faith. 

Of colirse it was very difficult to en- 
dure the pergecution of the villagers, 
but there was ne other place for them 
to go, as his father would not leave 
his ancestral property even though it 
consisted of only a mud hut and a gar- 
den plot: 

About a year after McTamba’s return 
home an abnormal rainy season caused 
the lake ‘to overflow its banks in a flood 
of unusual depth. A village across the 
waters was “drowned” and the people 
sent out a cry for help on their African 
drums. The squalls of wind were so 
tremendous that the lake was lashed 
into huge waves and no canoe or boat 
could be launched. 

Suddenly McTamba said to his father, 
“I will try to go across with food. The 
Lord Jesus will protect me, and if it be 
not His will, then I am not afraid to 
perish.” Jp vain his father tried to dis- 
suade him. McTamba was determined, 
and the villagers looked on, certain he 
was going to his death. “O Lord Jesus, 
help me now,” he cried. “Perhaps our 
people will believe in Thy power if Thou 
dost enable me to get through.” 

It seemed impossible that the canoe 
could stay afloat, and it was soon lost 
to view. The hours passed slowly. When 
McTamba had been gone long enough 
for the people to expect his return they 
scanned the distance for a sight of him. 
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Suddenly his father gave a great shout 
of joy. There was a whole fleet of 
canoes coming toward them. The peo- 
ple had been saved by McTamba’s cour- 
age. He had taken them food, and the 
women and children had been willing to 
be paddled away to safety. 

“Tell us why you risked your life 
to help us,” they asked. Now the peo- 
ple in McTamba’s own village, admir- 
ing his great courage,, were suddenly 
hiis friends again. 

“It was all through the power of the 
Lord Jesus,” the boy said. “If you will 
hear His Word and believe in Him, you 
will be braver than ever before because 
He can hear and strengthen your spirit. 

And so the villages by that African 
lakeside became willing to hear and to 
receive the Christian Gospel. 


Wortuinc, Sussex, Enc. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 30 to January 5 
Mon.—Proverbs 8:22-31. 
God’s Handmaid in Creation. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord ‘pos- 
sessed me in the beginning of his way, 
before his, works “of old.” The Lord’s 
perfect wisdom and power are seen in 
creation; He possessed this “before his 
works of old.” As meh delve into the 
mysteries of God’s creation they dis- 
cover a little of His infinite understand- 
ing. But let us remember that “we are 
but of yesterday, and know nothing.” 
Consider the heavens and say, “What is 
man, that thou art mindful of him?” 
(Psa. 8:4.) Ascribe blessing, and glory. 
and wisdom unto our God. Pruy for a 
greater appreciation of the wisddém of 
God. 


Tues.—John 1:1-8. God Self-revealed in Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” God is 
self-revealed in Jesus Christ. Realize, 
too, that Jesus is God revealing Himself. 
Confess with John the Lord Jesus as 
“the true God” (1 John 5:20). God of 
very God, even though appearing in the 
likeness of sinful flesh. “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father” (John 


14:9). Worship the Son even as you do- 


the Father. Ofter confess Christ with 
Thomas, who exclaimed, “My Lord and 
my God.” Pray that you may see more 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
Wed.—John 1:9-13. 
Christ’s Pre-earthly Activity. 
Prayer Succestions: “All things were 
made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made” (v. 3). 
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Christ’s earthly life and work would be 
meaningless to us if He were not the 
Creator. There must have been one 
without a beginning to make a begin- 
ning. “In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men” (John 1:4). Honor 
the Maker in faith, as a child owns his 
father on faith. , “It is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves.” Pray for 
boldness in confessing Christ before 
men. 


Thurs.—John 1:14-18. 
Christ Reveals Grace and Truth, 
Prayer Succestions: “Full of grace 
and truth.” God’s°love is manifested 
to us in Christ and provides everything 
for life and godliness. God has revealed 
His character in Scripture and in Christ 
who is “full of grace and truth.” These 
are not in man naturally and can only 
come from ,God Himself. Wonderful 
grace! Marvelous salvation! Pray to 
know more of.God’s grace and truth 
and that you thight exhibit them to 
others. ‘ ‘ 


Fri.—John 1:19-34, 
The Testimony of John the Baptist. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world.” John knew Christ by divine 
revelation. We know Christ in the same 
way. “No man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man 
the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him” 
(Matt. 11:27). God hides Himself from 
the wise and prudent, and reveals Him- 
self unto babes. God gives grace to 
the humble. Pray for God’s particular 
blessing upon the Great Commission 
Prayer League’s crusade for new thou- 
sands of family altars. 


Sat.—John 1:35-51. The First Disciples. 

Prayer Succestions: “They followed 
Jesus.” The little Gospel, “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world,” was received and be- 
lieved by Christ’s first disciples. They 
showed their faith in works— “they 
followed Jesus.” Disciples are made the 
same way. today. Faith in the Son of 
God is the only way tod have God’s sal- 
vation. Pray for more preaching of 
Christ crucified. 


Sun.—1i John 1:1-7. 
Experiencing the Word of Life. 
Prayer Stacestions: “We have heard, 
. . we have seen with our eyes, . . 
we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled . . . the Word of life.” 
Witnesses chosen before of God have 
given the world the benefit of their 
truthful witness. They knew ‘whom they 
believed. When we believe their testi- 
mony we, too, believe on Christ. Our 
Lord mentions this sort of faith in John 
17:20. Moreover, all who thus believe 
do so because of the love-filled prayers 
of Christ. Have you experienced the 
“Word of life,” and have you manifested 
fruit unto God? Pray er a richer ex- 
perience of Christ. y 


























MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE AND Evangelism 





Founded by the renowned evangelist Dwight L. Moody .. . 
organized and directed by another great evangelist, Dr. Reuben A. 
Torrey . . . Moody Bible Institute naturally gives evangelism a 
vital place in its life and ministry. 


Evangelism is taught to students in both Day and Evening Schools. Classes 
in church evangelism, under Dr. William McCarrell, and in personal evangelism, under 
the Rev, James F. Harrison, give effective training in how to win persons for Christ. 
Through the Practical Christian Work office, students put into practice methods learned 
in classes. As a result, more than 8,000 persons were led to a confession of Christ 
last year alone! . 


Evangelism is also taught in Moody Bible Institute’s Correspondence School. Typical 
of the courses offered are these: Scripture Memorizing for Successful Soul-Winning, 
by De.“Osear Lowry; Practical Christian Work, by Dr. R. A. Torrey; and Youth Tri- 
umphant, by Rev. g Maxwell Coder. mh, 
Evangelism is practiced through the Institute’s Extension Department. Evangelists on the staff 
hold meetings in small churches,.as well as city-wide revivals. This group of men consists of such widely 
known evangelists as Michael A, Guido, Robert J. Kees, Raymond.0. Nelson, William H. Rice, R. Darrell 
= rs h, James R. Calhoun, F. L. Prestidge, W. W. Shannon, Bill Leach, Emil Aanderud, A. Mi. Stewart, 
and others. : 

= Institute faculty members, too, give their time and talent to evangelistic effort, keeping alert to the need in 
= the field in order to be qualified to present it to their classes. 

In addition, the ministry of the Institute’s 5,000-watt radio stations, WMBI and WDLM, is consisten 


= evangelistic. Almost daily letters come from men and women who have found Christ as a result of the sou 
winning efforts of these stations. 


Evangelism is promoted by means of Moody Press literature. The ministry of the publishing 
division of the Institute is, first of ail, @ spiritual one, and Bible-based books on evangelism play an active 
= part in this work. You will find many such books—written by many authors—for sale in Moody Press 
= retail, wholesale and mail 6rder departments. Here is a representative group: 
= How to Bring Men to Christ, by Reuben A, T; (Revell) Personal Soul-Winning, by William Evans (Moody Press) 
Later Evangelistic Sermons, by W. E. Biederwolf (Moody True Evangelism, by Lewis Sperry Chafer (Moody Press) 
Press) ‘ ‘ The Soul-Winner’s Fire, by John R. Rice (Moody Press) 
Scripture Memorizing and Sucvessjul Personal Work, by Road to Revival, by Vance Havner (Revell) 
Oscar Lowry (Moody Press) + 
Evangelists are used frequently in Institute chapel and auditorium servites. Among those’ who 
have brought messages to the students and employees during the last twelve months are many P a emg 
in this field: Dr. H. A. Iro De, Robert G. Lee, Dr. Harold John Ockenga, Dr. Louis T. 
Merril T. MacPherson, Dr. E. Zoller, Dr. William Ward Ayer, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Howard W.@errin, 
Dr. John R. Rice, Rev. Roy L, Laurin; Dr. Vance Havner, and 


Moody Bible Institute has always been interested in evangelism and will even teach, practice and pro- 
im. 


mote it in order to equip Chfistians fot the Lord’s service and to win souls to 
Won't you have a part in this Christ-centered work? Your prayer help and financial support are urgently 
needed ¥ 


This is the ninth in @ series of informative ads dealing with the policy and program of Moody Bible Institate. 
' . . * Dept. $1071 








Moody Bible Institute 


albot, Dr. . 
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